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1.

1.1

Background.

Introduction

This Pre-Application Consultation (‘PAC’) Report has been prepared by Cavendish Consulting to
explain, in detail, the consultation activity undertaken by Renewable Energy Systems Ltd (RES) (‘the
Applicant’) in relation to construction and operation of a maximum generation capacity 49.9MW
solar array and its associated infrastructure on a site of 95.45 hectares, on land located 2km west
of Arbirlot, Angus, approximately centred on grid reference E356977, N741022.

The description of the Proposed Development is as follows:

Construction and operation of a solar farm with all associated works, equipment, necessary
infrastructure.

A copy of the site boundary can be found in Appendix 1.

The Proposed Development is considered “major” development in context of the Town and
Country Planning (Hierarchy of Developments) (Scotland) Regulations 2009.

This PAC Report sets out the comprehensive consultation process undertaken by the Applicant,
details the comments and feedback received from the consultation process, and demonstrates
how the Applicant has responded to comments from members of the public and community
groups, and used it, where relevant, to shape and inform the application for the Proposed
Development.

The Proposal of Application Notice (POAN) was submitted to Angus Council on 5 June 2024,
initiating a statutory 12-week pre-application consultation period. The Applicant corresponded with
Angus Council's planning department via email between the first and second rounds of
consultation, notifying them that the second consultation would occur beyond the dates indicated
in the original POAN, and providing the alternative date for the second consultation.
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2.

2.1

2.1.1

2.2.2

2.2.3

Consultation overview.

Best practice

The Applicant understands the value of engaging with and seeking to involve the local people in
development proposals, both prior to and following the submission of any application and through
to the construction and operation, should the Applicant’s proposal obtain consent.

Planning Advice Note (‘PAN’) 3/2010 - Community Engagement is an update of PAN 81 which
advises that in order for the community engagement to be successful, it is important that everyone
interested in the future development of the community, village, town, or city they live in should
understand the planning process. Developers are advised to involve residents at the earliest
opportunity so that they can feel confident that engagement in the process has been meaningful.

PAN 3/2010 highlights that the term “consultation” is used to mean the:

“Dynamic process of dialogue between individuals or groups based on a genuine exchange of views and,
normally, with the objective of influencing decisions, policies or programmes of action. The terms
‘engagement’ and ‘involvement’ are generally interchangeable and are taken to mean the establishment
of effective relationships with individuals or groups. Participation is everything that enables people to
influence the decisions and get involved in the actions that affect their lives. In the context of this
document engagement is, in effect, giving people a genuine opportunity to have a say on a development
plan or proposal which affects them; listening to what they say and reaching a decision in an open and
transparent way to ensure they are taking account of all views expressed (page 3, paragraph 1).”

National Planning Framework 4 (NPF4) (2023) also highlights the important role of effective
engagement, stating:

“Throughout the planning system, opportunities are available to engage in development planning and
decisions about future development. Such engagement, undertaken in line with statutory requirements,
should be early, collaborative, meaningful and proportionate. Support or concern expressed on matters
material to planning must be given careful consideration in the determination of development
proposals.”

The Applicant is committed to undertaking effective and early consultation methods in this way,
including tailoring its strategies to suit individual communities. Residents’ values and issues of
importance vary, and the consultation programme has been designed to reflect that.

Timeline

The consultation period for the Proposed Development began in June 2024. The PoAN (Appendix
2) was submitted to Angus Council on 5 June 2024.

Following the PoAN submission, the Applicant wrote to stakeholders in the form of an email on 6
June 2024 which included details about the development and the submission of the PoAN. A letter
(Appendix 4) was also attached to the email which gave details of the first consultation event and
invited the stakeholders to contact the Applicant if they wished to arrange a meeting to discuss the
proposal. A copy of the email can be found in Appendix 3.

The email was sent to:
» Arbroath West, Letham and Friockheim Ward Councillors
e Carnoustie and District Ward Councillors
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2.2.7

2.2.8

2.2.9
2.3
2.3.1

2.3.2
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e Royal Burgh of Arbroath Community Council
e Carnoustie Community Council

e Letham and District Community Council

e Angus MP

e Angus South MSP

o North East Scotland Regional MSPs

Two rounds of formal public consultations were held. The first consultation event took place on 26
June 2024 at Hospitalfield House (Hospitalfield, Arbroath, DD11 2NH), where preliminary
information on the proposal was shown, and feedback was sought. The Applicant received useful
feedback through this initial round of consultation (see section 3).

All information provided at the first consultation event was also available to view on the dedicated
project website from 26 June 2024, and an online feedback form was available.

Following this initial round of public consultation in June, a second event was held to provide the
local community and stakeholders the opportunity to view and comment on the updated proposal
in advance of the submission of an application to Angus Council. This event took place on 24
September 2024 at Hospitalfield House (see section 4).

As with the first round of consultation, information on the proposal was also available to view on
the dedicated project website from 24 September 2024, and an online feedback form was also
available.

The timings and venues of the public exhibitions, supported by online engagement opportunities,
were designed to provide members of the public with the best opportunity to attend, view the
proposals and importantly provide feedback.

All comments and feedback received from both consultation periods have been collated and
analysed as part of this PAC Report (see Section 6), which also illustrates how feedback has, where
possible, helped shape and inform the application for the Proposed Development.

Contact details

Following the submission of the PoAN, the Applicant created a dedicated project website which
provided an outline of the proposals, consultation details, and contact information for the project
team.

This website was regularly updated with relevant information throughout all stages of the
Proposed Development, including all consultation materials.

To ensure that as many interested parties as possible could access information about the
proposals and communicate with the project team, an email address and phone number were also
established and published on the project website:

Website: https://www.bonnyknox-solarfarm.co.uk/

Phone number: 0800 066 8943

Email address: bonnyknoxsolarfarm@consultationonline.co.uk
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3.

3.1

3.1.1

3.1.2

3.2

3.2.1

IMAGE FROM FIRST EXHIBITION, 26 JUNE 2024

First consultation.

Overview

The first round of consultation for the Proposed Development took place on 26 June 2024 at
Hospitalfield House between 3.00pm and 8.00pm.

The first round of consultation for the Proposed Development was announced on 6 June 2024
when stakeholders were notified of the upcoming public exhibition via a letter (Appendix 4).

In addition to notifying political stakeholders (list in section 2.2.3), a newsletter (Appendix 5) was
sent on 13 June via Royal Mail to 1,904 addresses, within @ minimum 3km radius of the site
(mailout map can be found at Appendix 6). The newsletter (Appendix 5) included details such as
the consultation dates, details of the Proposed Development and an introduction to the Applicant.
A copy of the newsletter was also issued to political stakeholders (listed in section 2.2.3) on 13 June
serving as a reminder of the upcoming event.

In addition, an advertisement (Appendix 7) for the first exhibition was placed in The Courier
(Angus and Dundee edition) and Angus County Press on 13 June 2024.

A feedback form (Appendix 8) was available at the exhibition and online from the day of the event
which included an opportunity to provide general feedback on the proposals as well as suggestions
for community benefits. The opportunity to provide feedback remained open for two and a half
weeks, until 12 July 2024.

In-person exhibition event

In total, 46 people attended the first consultation
event.
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3.2.2  Atthe event, ten information boards were on display (Appendix 9). Paper copies of the boards

were also available and could be taken away on request.

3.2.3  The subjects of the boards were as follows:

1. Welcome to our
exhibition

2. About RES 3. Why solar?

5. Design layout and 6. Environmental 7. Landscaping and
infrastructure considerations biodiversity enhancemnt

9. A power for good 10. Next steps

4. Project overview

8. Trafffic and access

3.2.4  The feedback period for the first round of consultation took place from 26 June to 12 July 2024,
allowing over two weeks for interested parties to provide their input. A total of 11 completed
comment forms were received by the Applicant. A summary of the answers received to the closed

questions on the comment form is provided in section 3.2.6.

3.2.5  Atall stages of the consultation process the Applicant clearly set out the purpose of the
consultation and emphasised that comments made were not representations to the determining

authority and that there would be the opportunity for representations to be made to the

determining authority once a planning application was submitted.

3.2.6  The below summarises responses to the closed questions on the comment form during the first

round of consultation.
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Q1.1 How did you find out about 81.8% 9.1.%
our public exhibition? Residents’ Advertin the
newsletter newspaper

Q1.2 Before visiting the 43.9% 27.3% 27.3%
exhibition how would you Knew a little Knew very little Knew nothing
describe your knowledge of the

propasal?

Q1.3 Having visited the 72.8% 9.1% 18.2%

exhibition, to what extent do A lot / quite a lot A little Very little / nothing
you feel you have increased

your understanding about the

proposal?

Q1.4 Which part of the 23.1% 69.2% 7.7%
exhibition did you find most Exhibition boards = Ability to ask project  Other
useful? team questions

Q1.5 Do you have any suggestions for ways in which we could have improved our
exhibition?

Summary of responses:

e Hosting the exhibition at the village hall in Arbirlot might have encouraged more local input.

e The exhibition boards were informative, and the Q&A session was effective.

e Concerns raised included road management, wildlife protection, property devaluation, health
impacts, and glare for nearby houses.

e More detail of specifics requested, including site size reduction and the security of the 49.9MW
supply against physical and cyber risks.

e The exhibition was well-presented, with knowledgeable experts providing valuable insights.

Q2.1 How do you feel in general about the Bonnyknox proposal?

Supportive
63.6%

18.2% remained neutral, and another 18.2% were opposed. These figures suggest that thereis a
strong level of support for the plans among attendees.
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Q2.2 What do you think about the proposed preliminary design layout of the
Bonnyknox Solar Farm?

Happy with the

proposed design
Concerns over the 50%
proposed design
40%

Half of the respondents stated that they were happy with the preliminary design of the
Bonnyknox Solar Farm, while 10% were neutral towards the design, and 40% expressed
concerns about the preliminary design on display.

Q2.3 Is there anything else you would like to share with us about the proposal?
Summary of responses:

e Concerns over construction traffic
e Queries about whether a community benefit package is included as part of the development
e Concerns over the name of the development

Q3.1 If you have any suggestions for local benefits Bonnyknox Solar Farm may be able to support,
please let us know in the box below.

Summary of responses:

e Support for local environmental initiatives, such as upgrading paths around the Arbirlot waterfall
and nature trails, through community benefit funding.

e Improved internet connectivity, including the installation of broadband or fibre, to address slow
and unreliable wireless Wi-Fi in the area.

e Enhancements to public access, such as maintaining and improving paths, creating a public right of
way around the development, and linking existing paths with a dedicated wildlife area for public
and educational use.

e Concerns about directly affected local residents, highlighting the need for compensation for
impacts like potential house value reduction, rather than focusing benefits on nearby towns.

e General emphasis on maintaining public access to and through the site to encourage community
engagement and outdoor activities.
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Q4.1 Do you agree that we are facing a global climate emergency?

Disagree
11.1%

Strongly agree
55.6%

The feedback highlighted that a significant majority of respondents recognise the urgency of

global climate change emergency, reflecting a deep concern about the current environmental
crisis. Additionally, 33.3% of respondents agreed with this sentiment, signalling broad
acknowledgment of the issue. However, 11.1% of respondents disagreed, showing a different
view on the severity or immediacy of the threat posed by climate change.

Q4.2 Do you agree that generating electricity from renewable sources, and reducing
our reliance on fossil fuels, can help towards tackling the issue of climate change?

Disagree
11.1%

Strongly agree
55.6%

Respondents demonstrated strong support for renewable energy as a solution to climate
change. 55.6% of respondents strongly agreed that generating electricity from renewable
sources can play a crucial role in addressing the issue of climate change. This majority reflects a
strong belief in the importance of clean energy in mitigating environmental impacts.
Additionally, 33.3% agreed, indicating broad consensus on the positive role of renewables.
11.1% of respondents disagreed, showing a small portion remains sceptical about the use of
renewable energy.

Q4.3 Do you agree that we need to develop solar farms to support greater energy
independence and energy security for Scotland?

Strongly agree
50.0%

to enhance energy independence and security. A majority of 55% of respondents strongly
agreed that solar farms are essential for supporting Scotland’s energy autonemy, highlighting
widespread recognition of the role renewable energy can play in securing a stable and self-
sufficient energy supply. Additionally, 37.5% agreed, further underscoring broad consensus on
the importance of solar energy. Only 12.5% of respondents disagreed, indicating that while
there is some opposition, the overwhelming sentiment supports the development of solar farms
as a key component in achieving greater energy security for Scotland.
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4.

4.1

4.1.1

4.1.2
4.1.3

4.2.2

4.2.3

4.2.4

4.2.5
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Second consultation.

Overview
In September 2024 the Applicant returned to Hospitalfield House to present an updated design for

the proposal to the community and outline the changes which had been incorporated into the design
following the first round of consultation.

Stakeholders were notified via a letter sent by email (Appendix 10) issued on 9 September 2024.

A postcard (Appendix 11) was also sent via Royal Mail on 5 September to 1,904 addresses (the same
radius as used inJune, shown in Appendix 6) inviting the community to take part in the second round
of consultation.

An advertisement (Appendix 12) for the event was again placed in The Courier (Angus and Dundee
edition) and Angus County Press on 12 September 2024.

The second public consultation event took place on 24 September 2024 at the Hospitalfield House
between 3.00pm and 8.00pm.

A feedback form (Appendix 13) was available to be filled out at the event or taken home to fill out
at a later date. The feedback form was also available online from 24 September 2024. Respondents
were given two and a half weeks to provide feedback, until Friday 11 October 2024.

In-person exhibition event

The second consultation event was attended by 29 people. Members of the project team were on
hand to answer questions and discuss the proposals with members of the public.

Exhibition boards were on display, with eight new boards (Appendix 14) combined with two boards
from the previous consultation.

A Report on Feedback was also made available as part of the second round of consultation. Hard
copies were available at the event, and it was also published on the project website. The report
summarised all written feedback received during the first round of consultation and how the
Applicant has responded to the feedback. This can be viewed at Appendix 15 and on the project
website here.

An interactive map was used at the September event, allowing attendees to mark specific areas of
interest or concern. Different colours were assigned to represent various issues, allowing the
Applicant to easily identify and categorise feedback (Appendix 16).

The subjects of the boards were as follows (please note new boards are shown in blue):
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1. Welcome to our 2. Why solar? 3. About the project 4. Updated design layout

exhibition and infrastrcuture

5. Environmental

. . 6. Traffic and access 7.Feedback to date 8. A power for good
considerations

9. About RES 10. Next steps

IMAGES FROM SECOND PUBLIC EXHIBITION, 24
SEPTEMBER 2024
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4.2.6 Intotal 9 feedback forms were received over the course of the second consultation period (24
September to 11 October 2024).

4.2.7 The below charts show answers received to the closed questions on the comment form during the

second round of consultation.

Q1.1 How did you find out about
our public exhibition?

Q1.2 Before visiting the exhibition
how would you describe your
knowledge of the proposal?

Q1.3 Having visited the exhibition,

to what extent do you feel you
have increased your
understanding about the
proposal?

Q1.4 Which part of the exhibition
did you find most useful?

50%

Postcard through
the door

44.4%

Knew a lot

22.2%

Information boards

30%
Word of mouth

22.2%

Knew quite a lot

55.6%
Quite a lot

33.3%

Ability to ask
project team
questions

20%

Project website

22.2% 11.1%

Knew a little Knew very
little

11.1% 11.1%

A little Not at all

11.1%

Interactive map

Q1.5 Do you have any suggestions for ways in which we could have improved our

Summary of responses:

exhibition?

e Avoid board congestion by encouraging discussion groups to step back, allowing others to view

boards.

e Concerns about presentation: avoid overly glossy displays.

Q2.1 How do you feel in general about the proposal?

lam
supportive
11%

| am opposed
78%

The majority of respondents, 77.8%, expressed opposition to the proposal. Meanwhile, 11.1% remained

neutral, and another 11.1% were supportive.

13
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Q2.2 What do you think about the updated design
layout of the Bonnyknox Solar Farm?

| have concerns
| don't like solar about the

farmsingeneral | | hqated layout

38% 37%

| am happy with the
updated layout

25%

The responses show a split in opinions on the updated layout. While 25% of respondents are happy with
the changes, 37.5% still have concerns. Additionally, 37.5% express general opposition to solar farms,
suggesting that some concerns may extend beyond the specific details of this proposal.

Q2.3 Is there anything else you would like to share with us about the proposal?

Summary of responses:

e Appreciation for amendments made but requests for additional safety measures, such as deer
warning signs on roads.

e Concerns about misclassification of agricultural land.

e Lack of information on materials used for panel supports, their durability, and potential
environmental impact, especially regarding water supply contamination.

e Questions about project details, including fencing design, camera placement, lighting
specifications, and their potential impact.

e Criticism of the project's proximity to local residents, raising concerns about its direct effects
on their quality of life.

Q3.1 If you know of community initiatives that would benefit from our involvement, please let
us know. In particular we welcome recommendations for youth and school initiatives—we’'d
love to help spark an interest in renewable energy among the next generation.

Summary of responses:

14

Concerns about fairness in education, opposing financial influence from renewable companies
without balanced perspectives.

Request for financial support for the Arbirlot Old Kirk Trust to repurpose the closed church into a
community hub, addressing the lack of public spaces in the village.

Suggestions for local benefits include installing EV charge points for houses, a community
defibrillator, and improved broadband access.

Emphasis on the importance of rural communities having dedicated spaces for gathering, distinct
from nearby towns like Arbroath.
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5.3.1

5.3.2

5.3.3

|4

5.4.1

5.4.2

15

Additional
cngagement.

Angus Council

Prior to the first consultation event held on 26 June 2024, the Applicant met with Councillor Jack
Cruickshanks at Hospitalfield House.

At the meeting the Applicant discussed the proposals with Councillor Cruickshanks, presented the
consultation material and answered his questions ahead of the first event.

Stephen Gethins MP

Following his election at the 2024 General Election, the Applicant met with the newly elected MP for
Angus, Stephen Gethins MP, prior to the second consultation event on 24 September 2024.

At the meeting, the Applicant presented a comprehensive update on the Proposed Development
since its launch in June 2024, talked through the consultation material on display at the event, and
addressed Mr Gethins’ questions, and discussed local initiatives that the Proposed Development
could support.

Arbroath FC Community Trust

Following the launch of the Proposed Development in June 2024, the Applicant was contacted by
the Arbroath FC Community Trust to discuss various initiatives that the Trust supports in the area.

A representative from the Trust then met with the Applicant at Hospitalfield House prior to the first
consultation event on 26 June 2024 to discuss the community trust.

On 18 November 2024 the Applicant was pleased to provide a donation of £600 for the Arbroath
Football Club Community Trust's Community Café, which offers a warm, safe environment and a
hot meal to individuals in need. Volunteer-led, the café focuses on combating food poverty and
social isolation, supporting vulnerable people in and around Arbroath. It also connects individuals
with local agencies like Citizens Advice and mental health services. In addition, all volunteers are
trained in Mental Health and Suicide Prevention, enabling them to offer first-line support to those
struggling mentally, building trust and relationships with the café's customers.

5.4. Resident engagement

Enquiries were received from some local residents throughout the consultation process, and the
Applicant responded by providing answers over the phone and by email to questions wherever
possible, confirming details about the Proposed Development, sharing information about the
consultation process, and making people aware of the Applicant’s newsletter mailing list which
they could be added to if they wished to be kept up to date with plans for the Proposed
Development.

The Applicant also published a series of Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) on the project website,
addressing many of the concerns and topics raised throughout the first round of consultation.
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6.

6.1

6.1.1

6.2
6.2.1

6.2.2

6.2.3

Feedback and
responses.

Feedback from consultation

The first round of consultation introduced the Proposed Development to the local community,
offering stakeholders an opportunity to share their feedback which was then used to update the
proposals. In the second round, the updated design was presented, once again inviting
stakeholders to provide their input.

A feedback form was made available at the consultation events, online and by request, with the
option for interested parties to send feedback via multiple channels.

The Applicant’s contact details (email, print and phone) were also prominent throughout the
consultation, available on all communication materials including the written communications with
stakeholders and residents, on the project website, and at each event.

At all stages of the consultation process the Applicant also set out clearly the purpose of the
consultation and emphasised that comments made were not representations to the determining
authority and that there would be the opportunity for representations to be made to the
determining authority once the planning application was submitted.

Response to key consultation topics

The following section sets out the key topics raised by respondents during the pre-application
consultation period.

Many of these issues were addressed within the "Feedback to date" board on display at the second
consultation event and the Report on Feedback (Appendix 15) document which provided
responses to many of the key issues raised during the first round of consultation.

The Applicant has responded to these key themes to show how these issues have been
considered, addressed or to highlight where adjustments have been made to the proposal as a
direct result of the feedback received. There are detailed planning reports available as part of the
submitted planning application, the relevant report(s) has been highlighted in each section below.

Feedback theme Applicant response

Visual impact A Landscape and Visual Assessment accompanies the planning application.

During the iterative design process, a number of measures were taken to reduce
potential visibility. Solar infrastructure has been removed from fields to the south
of the site to reduce potential visibility as well as from some areas to the west and
north-east.

Our assessment has found that the visual impact will be largely contained within
the site, primarily affecting the arable fields, with moderate effects on nearby
properties. However, these will gradually soften as mitigation planting matures,
blending the development into the landscape. By Year 10, most visual effects will

16
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be minimal, and following decommissioning, the site will benefit from enhanced
landscape features and ecological improvements.

Wider views are limited due to topography and vegetation, and local footpaths
have little to no visibility of the site.

Technical glare modelling was undertaken for the potential impact of the Proposed
Development on nearby sensitive receptors, which found no glare towards three of
the ten modelled residential receptors, while low impact glare was predicted at
four. Once mitigating factors have been taken into account, the residual glare
impact is low or none at all receptors, and therefore no mitigation measures
beyond those contained within the planning application for the Proposed
Development have been recommended.

Please see the full Landscape and Visual Assessment and Glint and Glare
Assessment submitted as part of the planning application.

Construction traffic

A Construction Stage Traffic Management Plan (CTMP) accompanies the
planning application. The CTMP sets out the framework for managing the safe
movement of construction and delivery traffic, including how vehicle trips to the
site will be spaced out and avoid peak periods where possible to minimise
disruption.

The proposed construction route for the Proposed Development is via the A92 to
minimise construction traffic impact on Arbroath. Construction traffic would access
the site off the A92 at the Salmond’s Muir junction leading onto Bonnyton Road to
the site. As part of the development the Applicant is committed to enhancing the
local road network around the site. Indicative passing place locations have been
drawn up and are illustrated within the Transport Statement. These passing place
locations would be constructed either within the adopted road verge areas or
within land under the Applicant's control. This is subject to discussions with the
Roads Authority.

Please see the full Construction Stage Traffic Management Plan (CTMP) as part
of the Transport Statement submitted as part of the planning application.

Loss of agricultural land

Solar farms do not pose a threat to food security. One of the biggest threats to
food security is the changing climate. According to the Department for
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA), climate change could reduce the UK's
stock of high-grade agricultural land by nearly three-quarters by 2050".

A detailed Land Classification for Agriculture Report accompanies the planning
application and shows that the area is made up of a mix of Class 3.2 and Class 4.1,
with most of the site being Lower Class 3.1 (50%). Soil classification can be
influenced by farming practices, for example potato cultivation at this Site, which
alters topsoil depth and can artificially elevate land grades.

The Proposed Development has been designed as a dual-purpose development,
integrating renewable energy with sheep farming. This supports rural
employment, strengthens local economies, and creates a more diverse ecological
landscape. Grazing sheep help maintain habitats for wildlife while continuing food
production.

Moreover, where solar farms replace intensively farmed land, they allow the soil to
regenerate while providing a stable income for farmers. By improving soil quality,
solar farms contribute to the future availability of high-quality agricultural land.

1 https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/united-kingdom-food-security-report-2021/united-kingdom-food-

security-report-2021-theme-2-uk-food-supply-sources#tunited-kingdom-food-security-report-2021-theme2-

indicator-2-1-15

17
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https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/united-kingdom-food-security-report-2021/united-kingdom-food-security-report-2021-theme-2-uk-food-supply-sources#united-kingdom-food-security-report-2021-theme2-indicator-2-1-15

Please see the full Land Classification for Agriculture Report submitted as part
of the planning application.

Inclusion of battery
energy storage

During the second public consultation, the Applicant received feedback from the
community about the proposed addition of battery energy storage to the
Proposed Development.

Following further review, including consideration of the benefits that battery
energy storage would bring to the Proposed Development compared with the
extra infrastructure needed to facilitate this, along with feedback from the local
community, the battery energy storage element has now been removed from the
Proposed Development.

Impact on neighbouring
property values

Queries are often raised in relation to the potential of solar farms to impact upon
the value of house prices as there can be a perception that there must be a
negative effect on house prices. Property value is subjective and can be affected by
a range of factors. There is currently no firm evidence on whether solar farms do
or do not affect house prices. The Applicant is aware of residents close to other
renewable energy projects, who enjoy having renewable energy projects close by
and believe that they add value to their community.

The Proposed Development aims to ensure that the solar farm is integrated
sensitively into the existing landscape, as shown through the decision to remove
solar infrastructure from fields to the south of the site to reduce potential visibility
for nearby properties.

Impact on the land’s
ecology and biodiversity

A Preliminary Ecological Appraisal Report has been undertaken to assess
potential impacts on local wildlife and habitats. The assessment found that the site
lies outside any statutory ecological designations, with four statutory designated
sites within 5 km of the site boundary. As the nature of the works will remain
centralised within the red line boundary, with no hydrological link, no adverse
impact is predicted to any of the designated sites.

Within the site itself, the findings confirm that the site is predominantly arable land
with low ecological value, with no anticipated impact on nearby designated sites
due to a lack of direct connectivity. It is anticipated that new buffer and hedgerow
planting will be undertaken post-construction round, as well as implementing a
“one-cut” grass maintenance schedule in order to encourage the growth of
grassland species. The new planted vegetation coupled with the longer grassland
should increase opportunities for bird cover and nesting opportunities.

New studies by the RSPB and the University of Cambridge have shown that when
solar farms are managed with biodiversity in mind, bird species richness and
diversity is higher than when compared to standard arable land (Coping et al,
2025).

The “Guynd Den” ancient woodland is associated with the woodland located
directly adjacent to the northern site boundary. No tree felling or woodland
clearing is required for the installation of the panels, and thus the ancient
woodland will not be impacted by the Proposed Development. Note that two silver
birch trees may be removed to facilitate the proposed site access to the south of
the site, but this does not form part of the ancient woodland and the trees are not
protected.

Surveys have been carried out to assess protected species such as otters, red
squirrels, and pine martens in the wider area, and appropriate mitigation
measures will be implemented where necessary.
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The solar farm design includes safeguards to protect local ecology, such as a 10-
metre buffer between the panels and woodland to the north and east of the site,
and a 12-metre buffer from Crossden Burn, ensuring compliance with flood
prevention guidelines. In addition, perimeter fencing will be designed as deer
fencing with gaps at the base to allow continued movement of hares, hedgehogs,
and other small mammals.

By integrating these measures, the Proposed Development ensures minimal
ecological impact while enhancing habitat connectivity and biodiversity on site. If
consented, the Proposed Development is anticipated to result in a biodiversity net
gain on the site, reflecting the Applicant’'s commitment to improving the natural
environment and leaving spaces in better condition than they were found.

Please see the full Preliminary Ecological Appraisal Report submitted as part of
the planning application.

The need for the
development

Scotland's commitment to net zero by 2045 requires a shift from fossil fuels to
renewable energy including solar farms as part of a balanced energy mix.

Solar energy, as one of the most cost-effective and reliable sources of electricity, is
also crucial for improving energy security and reducing reliance on foreign gas
imports. By integrating solar into the energy mix, Scotland can advance toward a
self-sufficient, decarbonised future, using this abundant and renewable resource
to achieve its climate goals.

Solar farms also provide additional benefits, supporting agricultural diversification,
regenerating soil, and enhancing biodiversity through habitats like wildflower
meadows and hedgerows.

Advanced bifacial panels further optimise efficiency by capturing reflected and
diffuse light, producing more energy in less space. These innovations highlight
solar energy's vital role in Scotland's path to net zero.

Impact on private water
supplies

The Proposed Development includes plans to install new water pipes around the
perimeter of the solar farm, replacing the current private water supplies serving
two of the site neighbours. This will safeguard the water supply access for these
properties, and improve the quality of the pipes by upgrading them from clay to
plastic. This improvement will not only support the needs of the project but also
provide long-term benefits to the surrounding community by modernising
essential utilities.

Noise

The Proposed Development will operate within strict noise limits to minimise any
potential disruption to nearby residents. A comprehensive Acoustic Assessment
has been undertaken to ensure compliance with regulatory standards, which
confirms that that the noise impact resulting from the operation of the site has
been assessed to be insignificant.

Please see the full Acoustic Assessment submitted as part of the planning
application.

Contamination from
cleaning chemicals and
herbicides

To maintain the productivity and efficiency of the solar panels, water would be
used to clean the panels. The frequency of cleaning is typically every 6 months,
subject to weather conditions. No detergents or chemicals will be used in the
cleaning of panels.

Vegetation management across solar farms, including at the Proposed
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Development, will primarily be carried out through grass cutting or sheep grazing.
Certain areas, particularly beneath the panels where manual cutting is not feasible,
must be kept clear to maintain safe and efficient panel operation. In such cases,
selective herbicides are applied through spot spraying, typically once a year in late

spring.

Herbicide use is minimised, and 'total kill' herbicides are avoided to allow grasses
to continue growing. Applications are carried out exclusively by qualified
operatives in compliance with current regulations and guidelines, particularly
regarding use near watercourses and hedges.

The introduction of a solar farm with sheep grazing on previously arable land often
results in reduced pesticide use, including herbicides, contributing to soil and land
recovery. This will help to reduce run off rates by increasing the roughness of the
ground, help to increase infiltration by reducing compaction, and improve water
quality by reducing erosion and mobilisation of pollutants.

Corrosion of support
structures

The panel mounting structures are typically treated with a galvanised coating,
either by being dipped in a galvanised paint solution after fabrication or by
incorporating the solution during the manufacturing process, to minimise the risk
of corrosion.

During routine operations and maintenance, technicians will conduct regular
inspections of the mounting structures and apply touch-ups or repaint any areas
where the galvanised coating may have worn away.

6.2.4 In addition to the above table, written feedback was provided in response to specific queries raised

by residents living in close proximity to the Proposed Development. Continuous engagement

occurred between the Applicant and nearby residents throughout both consultation rounds, with

dialogue remaining ongoing. The feedback received from these residents has played a significant

role in shaping the final design of the Proposed Development.
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7. Conclusion.
7.1

7.1.1

7.1.7

Concluding statement

The pre-application community consultation approach adopted by the Applicant meets the
relevant legislative and regulatory requirements for major development.

From the outset, the Applicant sought to engage and consult fully with the local community and
stakeholders regarding the Proposed Development.

The Applicant engaged with stakeholders and the community consistently from the point of the
launch of the first round of consultation to the end of the second round of consultation, including
individual engagement with neighbours of the Proposed Development and political
representatives.

The Applicant has carried out a thorough and comprehensive consultation, and closely followed
best practice regarding community engagement and public consultation.

The Applicant is grateful for those who were able to attend the in-person public exhibitions and
take the time to view the proposal on the project website and engage with the development via
email and telephone.

The Applicant has made several key changes to the Proposed Development application as a result
of the feedback received from the community during both rounds of consultation, and these
changes have been set out above and listed below.

e Solar infrastructure removed from fields south of the site to reduce potential visibility.

e A 10-metre buffer maintained between solar panels and woodland to the north and east.

e A 12-metre buffer established around Crossden Burn, adhering to flood prevention guidelines.

e The existing site track will be preserved for access to the Guynd, with inverters positioned
away from the Guynd and the access track to protect its amenity.

e Six laybys will be installed along the proposed site access route, to allow for safe passing and
increased visibility for drivers.

e The Applicant plans to install new water pipes around the perimeter of the solar farm,
replacing the current private water supplies serving two of the site neighbours.

e The battery energy storage element has been removed based on community feedback and an
internal review of the benefits versus the infrastructure needed.

The Applicant is committed to continuing to engage with the local community following the
submission of the application, and throughout determination, construction and operations, should
the application be consented.

The Proposed Development's website at www.bonnyknox-solarfarm.co.uk has been and will
continue to be updated regularly to enable people to keep up to date with the latest news about
the Proposed Development as it progresses. Once the application has been validated by Angus
Council, the Applicant will write to stakeholders and members of the community who have asked
to be kept updated on the Proposed Development, to provide them with the planning reference
number and contact details for the determining authority, should they wish to submit a formal
representation.



O. Appendices.

Appendix 1: Proposed Development site boundary
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Appendix 2: Proposal of Application Notice (PoOAN)

PROPOSAL OF APPLICATION NOTICE

Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1957 (Section 35B)
The Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (Scotland)
Regulations 2013 (Regulations 4 -7)

To be completed for all developments within the
national or major categories of development

MName of Council | Angus Council

Angus House

Orchardiank Business Park
Orchardbank, Forfar
Angus, DD8 1AN

Address

Land located 2km west of Arbirlot, Angus.
Approximate grid reference E356977, N741022.

Proposed development at [Note 1]

Description of proposal [Mote 2] Construction and operation of a solar farm of up to
49 SMW output and its associated infrastructure.

Notice is hereby given that an application iz being made to

[Mote 3] |Ang us Council Council by [Mote 4] Renewable Energy Systems Ltd. |

Of [Mote 5]
| Beaufort Court, Egg Farm Lane, Kings Langley, Herffordshire, WD4 BLR, London, UK |

In respect of [Mote 6] | Public Consultation Events |

Exhibiion 1: 260624 from 3-8pmiat Hosplalieid House, Arbmath, DO 2MHL
To take DIEDE on [ND‘tE ?] |Emm2: WG ZEA0S24 or 005124 from 3HEpm at Avbiriot Church Hall, Arbroath, DO 1 28X (| subject o avaliablEy). |

[Mote 8] The following parties have received a copy of this Proposal of Application Motice

The Royal Borough of Arbroath (hosf), Letham ineighibouring | and Camoustie Community Cound| (neighbouring), Counclliors from Artroath West, Letham and

Friodcheim Ward and the nedgibouring Camouse and Disirict Ward wil be: informed prior o the et of ary public vevenis. An advert for the:

first consuitstion event will be paced In The Courler and Angus 'Worid on 13th June 2004, Adverts for e second consultation event will be placed In the =ame

PUDCENONS ot imast T-08yS prior o T s, A cedioed propect webcle will be sunched pror b pulbiic consutaton. Furter INTfOrmanon ks InClued within the
afached covering leter,

[Mote 9] For further details mma,:»t| Seymour Lindsay-Scott (email: seymour. lindsay-scottifires-grou p.mm‘.n|

on telephone number |DTE.33:EQBHGS |

Andlor at the following address |E-Eall‘h|‘t'."..n|.l‘t. Egg Fasm Lane, Kings Langley, Hertforsshire, WD4 ELR, London, UK |

[Mote 10] | certify that | have attached a plan outlining the site

Signed |Seymour Lindsay-Scott |
On behalf of |Ren&wable Energy Systems Ltd. |
Date |osrsr24 |
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PROPOSAL OF APPLICATION NOTICE

Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 18987
Requlation 6 of the Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (Scotland)
Regulations 2013

NOTES FOR GUIDANCE

[Mote 1] — Insert postal address or location of proposed development

[Mote 2] — Insert description in general terms of the development to be camied out.

[Mote 3] — Insert Council name.

[Mote 4] — Insert name of applicant andfor agent

[Mote 5] — Insert applicant's andlor agent's postal address

[Mote 6] - Insert form of consultation the prospective applicant proposes to undertake e.g. public meeting
[Mote 7] — Insert date and venue of consultation

[Mote 8] — Insert list of those groups who have been invited to attend

[Mote 9] — Insert details as to how the prospective applicant/agent can be contacted (incl. name, address and
tel. no)

[Note 10] - Attach plan that outlines the location of the proposed development and is sufficient to identify the
site

Pre-application Consultation (PAC)

Where PAC iz required, the prespective applicant must, under sections 35B(1) and {2) (of the Act), provide to
the planning authorty a ‘Proposal of Application Notice’ at least 12 weeks (section 315B(3)) prior to the
submission of an application for planning permission. The Proposal of Application Motice must include the
information set out in section 356(4) and in regulation &, namely:

i) a description in general terms of the development to be camed out;*

i) the postal address of the site at which the development is to be camied out, if available

iii) a plan showing the cutline of the site at which the development is to be carmied out and
sufficient to identify the site;

iv) detail as to how the prospective applicant may be contacted and comesponded with; and

v) an account of what consultation the prospective applicant proposes to undertake, when
such consultation is to take place, with whom and what form it will take.

* %ou should provide an outline of the proposal's charactenstics, and the identification of its category (e.g.
Major development). Any subsequent application needs to be recognizably linked to what was described in the
proposal of application notice.

Submission of an Application after Pre-application Consultation Notice

The submission of the proposal of application notice starts the PAC processing clock. After a minimum of 12
weeks, having camied out the statutory requirements and any additicnal requirements specified by the planning
authorty, an applicant can submit the application along with the reguired written Pre-application Consultation
Report. Information in relation to the proposal of application notice must also be placed by the planning
authorty on the list of applications required under section 36A and regulation 21.

Additional consultation activity (responding to the Proposal of Application Notice)

The applicant is required to indicate in the proposal of application notice what consultation will be undertaken
in addition to the statutory minimum. The planning authority must respond within 21 days of receiving the
Motice to advise the applicant whether the proposed PAC is satisfactory or if additional notification and
consultation above the statutory minimum is required in order to make it binding on the applicant. In doing 2o,
planning authonties are to have regard to the nature, extent and location of the proposed development and to
the likely effects, both at and in the vicinity of that location, of its being camied out (section 35B(8)). Additional
consultation requirements should be proportionate, specific and reasonable in the circumstances. If there is
no response to the proposal of application notice by the planning authority within 21 days, only the statutory
minimum PAC activities will be required.
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Scottish Ministers expect planning authorities to develop and maintain up to date lists of bodies and interests
with whom applicants should consult in paricular types of case. These lists should be available to applicants,
who can draft proposal of application notices in light of that information. Further advice on planning community
engagement activity can be found in Planning Advice MNote 81: Community Engagement

— Planning With People.

Minimum consultation activity

Consulfation with communify councils - Under regulation 7 an applicant must consult every community council
any part of whose area is within or adjoins the land where the propesed development is situated. This includes
community councils in a neighlouring planning authority.

The public event - Regulation 7 also requires the holding of at least two public event for members of the public
where they can make comments to the prospective applicant on their proposals. This ‘public event” must be
advertised at least T days in advance in a newspaper circulating in the locality of the proposed development.
The advertisement for the public event must include:

» adescription of, and the location of, the proposed development;

+ details as to where further information may be obtained conceming the proposed development;
the date and place of the public event;

+ 3 statement explaining how, and by when, persons wishing to make comments to the prospective
applicant relating to the proposal may do so; and

+ 3 statement that comments made to the prospective applicant are not representations to the planning
authority. If the applicant submits an application there will be an opportunity to make representations
on that application to the planning authority.

Applicants will gain less from poorly attended or unrepresentative PAC events and should ensure that
processes are put in place that will allow members of the community to participate meaningfully in any public
event. The public event should be reasonably accessible to the public at large, including disabled people. It
may be appropriate for the public event to take place over a number of dates, times and places. Applicants
should engure that individuals and community groups can submit written comments in response to the
newspaper advertisement.

There iz a need to emphasise to communities that the plans presented to them for a proposed planning
application may alter in some way before the final propesal is submitted as a planning application to the
planning authorty. Even after PAC, and once a planning application has been submitted to the planning
authority, communities should ensure that any representations they wish to make on the propesal are
submitted to that authority as part of the process of considering the planning applicaticn.

Any personal data that you have been asked to provide on this from will be held and processed in accordance
with Data Protection Legislation.
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Appendix 3: Stakeholder email introducing the Proposed Development

Bonnyknox Solar Farm - Project Introduction

|© ‘ € Reply ‘ <) Reply All ‘ —> Forward ‘ ‘ If|

Thu 06/06/2024 15:30
@Ycu replied to this message on 26/07/2024 0%:20.
n RES, Bonnyknox Solar Farm - Project Introduction - Councillor Cruickshanks.pdf o o 313625 Bonnyknox Solar PoAN Covering Letter .pdf o I8 313625 Bonnyknox Solar PoAN Form.pdf o
we] 127 KB w | 183KB W] 98 KB

Location Plan (05114-RES-LAY-DR-LE-007).pdf v
we | 1 MB
Good afternoon Councillor Cruickshanks,

| hope this email finds you well.

Please see attached a letter from Seymour Lindsay-Scott, New Sites Manager at RES, regarding their submission of a Proposal of Application Notice (PoAN) to Angus Council for a solar farm on land at Fallaws Farm, Arbirlot, approximately
8km west of Arbroath. A copy of the PoAN, covering letter and location plan is also attached for your records.

Should you have any questions or wish additionalinformation please do not hesitate to get in touch.

Kind regards,
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Appendix 4: First consultation stakcholder letter

newabl y Sy T it
m S Third Floor, STV, Pacific G m s Third Flosr, STV, Pacific Quay
ird Floor, STV, Pacific Quay
power for gDUd Glasgow G51 1PQ, United Kingdom
power for gond Glasgow G51 1PQ, Unitad Kingdom
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et June 2024

Bonnyknox Solar Farm: Project Introduction

| am writing to introduce RES’s proposal to develop a solar farm on land at Fallaws Farm,
Arbirlot, approximately 8km west of Arbroath and to let you know that we have submitted
a Proposal of Application Notice (PoAN) to Angus Council, a copy of which is attached to this
letter. If consented, the project will have the potential to generate enough clean, green
energy for around 15,000 homes every year.

RES

RES is the world's largest independent renewable energy company, working across 24
countries and active in wind, solar, energy storage, biomass, hydro, green hydrogen,
transmission and distribution. As an industry innovator for over 40 years, RES has delivered
more than 24GW of renewable energy projects across the globe and supports an operational
asset portfolio exceeding 41GW worldwide for a large client base.

Drawing on our decades of experience in the renewable energy and construction industries,
RES has the expertise to develop, construct and operate projects of outstanding quality
which contribute to a low carbon future by providing a secure supply of sustainable, low
cost, clean green energy. RES is committed to finding effective and appropriate ways of
engaging with all its stakeholders, including local residents and businesses, and believes
that the views of local people are an integral part of the development process. RES is also
committed to developing long term relationships with the communities around its projects,
proactively seeking ways in which it can support and encourage community involvement in
social and environmental projects near its developments.

RES is the power behind a clean energy future where everyone has access to affordable zero
carbon energy. We bring together global experience, passion, and the innovation of 4,500
people to transform the way energy is generated, stored and supplied.

About the Proposal

The proposal is for a 49.9MW solar development which would produce enough energy to
power around 15,000 homes.

Solar projects like Bonnyknox can be quick to deploy, enable more energy to be generated
domestically improving energy security and contribute to Scotland's Net Zero targets. They
are also the cheapest form of new electricity generation, alongside other renewable
technologies. This makes developments like Bonnyknox not just good for the environment
but also for the consumer.

Bonnyknax Solar Farm is being specifically designed to be dual purpose, enabling continued
agricultural use, in the form of sheep grazing. Furthermore, the solar farm would be
completely reversible at the end of its life and the low intensity regime allows the
regeneration of soil quality, ensuring the availability of high-guality agricultural acreage for
the future.

Solar farms also have significant potential to enhance bicdiversity, hosting a range of
habitats including wildflower meadows, hedgerows, nectar-rich areas for pollinators, and
woodland. A typical solar farm uses around just 5% of the total site area with the rest of the
land remaining undisturbed, creating significant opportunities to provide a range of
ecological benefits.

Consultation

RES believes in meaningful and effective consultation, and we aim to engage early with the
local community and key stakeholders in order to facilitate constructive dialogue. We will
shortly be undertaking a range of consultation activities including a drop-in consultation
event on Wednesday 26 June 2024 at the Music Room, Hospitalfield House, Arbroath DD11
2HH between 3pm and 8pm.

The consultation event will provide a first opportunity for the community to view the plans,
ask questions of the project team, and submit valuable feedback. For those unable to attend
the event, consultation material and the ability to submit feedback will be available via our
dedicated project website: .bonnyknox-solarfarm.co.uk.

We would be delighted to meet with you to discuss this project in greater detail and to
answer any guestions you may have. To arrange a meeting, either in-person or remotely,

‘fours sincerely,
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Bonnyknox Solar Farm

About the Proposal

RESis explaring the potential for a solar farm on land
at Fallaws Farm, Arbirlot, approximately Skmwest of

Appendix 5: First consultation newsletter

Project Introduction - June 2024

Consultation

We are keen to engage with the local communityand as
part of our pre-application consultation we are holding

Arbroath, and has submitted a Proposal of Appli

Notice (PoAN) to Angus Council.

The proposal is for a 49.9MW solar development which
would preduce encugh energy to power around 15,000
homes.

RESis now at the stage of consulting with the local
community to get feedback on our early-stage propesal.
The feedback will be taken into account, along with the
results of site surveys and assessments, as we refine
the design.

Please join us at our event to find out more:
Wednesday 26th June 2024, 3pm to 8pm

Music Room, Hospitalfield House
Hospitalfield, Arbroath, DOTI ZNH

a public exhibition in the local area to enable people ta
find out maore about the proposal and provide us with
their views. RES staff will be on hand to answer any
questions for mare information, and comment farms

will be available to gatherfeedback.

Allinformation provided at the public exhibition will
also be available at wwrw. co.uk
from 26th June 2024.

The public exhibition initiates a consultation period
being run by RES to gather comments on the propesal.
Please provide feedback on the preliminary design
by Friday 12th July 2024.

Comment forms will be available to complete and
submit during the public exhibition. Online forms
will also be available on the website above from
the day of the public exhibition and can submitted
online or downloaded and submitted via email to

f uk
Hard copies can be sent by post to Cavendish
Consulting, SPACES, 1 West Regent Street,
Glasgow, G2 1RW.

by Couril]

f11.7%]

3238

by figuras fram

kwh (January 2024).

Bonnyknox Solar Farm

Solar projects like Bonnyknox can be quick to deploy,
enabling more energy to be generated domestically,
improving energy security and contributing to Scotland's
Net Zero targets. They are also the cheapest form of

new eectricity generation, alongside other renewable
technologies. This makes developments like Bonnyknox
not just good for the environment but also for the

consumer.

RES
RES is the world's largest independent renewable
energy company, working across 24 iesand active

Bonnyknox Solar Farm is being specifically designed to
be dual purpose, enabling continued agricultural use,
in the form of sheep grazing, Furthermore, the solar
farm would be completely reversible at the end

of its life and the low intensity regime allows the
regeneration of soil quality, ensuring the availability
of high-quality agricultural acreage for the future.
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ways inwhich it can supportand encourage community
invol tin social and erwi | projects near
its developments.

RES is the power behinda clean energy future where
everyone has access to affordable zero carbon energy.
We bring together global experience, passion, and the
innovation of 4,500 people to transform the way energy
is generated, stored and supplied.

:

‘www.bonnyknox-solarfarm,co.uk
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Appendix 7: First consultation advertisement

Bonnyknox Solar Farm
Public Consultation Event pnrwggnsd

RES is currently exploring the potential for a new solar farm on land at Fallaws
Farm, Arbirlot, approximately 8km west of Arbroath.

We invite you to attend our upcoming consultation event which will provide
information on the proposed development as well as an opportunity to discuss
the proposals, ask questions of the project team and provide feedback.

26th June 2024 The exhibition material will also
3.00pm - 8.00pm be available to view (from 26th June
Music Room, Hospitalfield 2024) on the dedicated project website:
House, Arbroath, DDTI 2NH www.bonnyknox-solarfarm.co.uk

Further information relating to the proposed development may be obtained
by contacting 0141 264 2831 or by email at: bonnyknoxsolarfarm@
consultationonline.co.uk.

Persons wishing to make comments on the proposals may do so at the event,
via the website (using the online feedback form), by email, or in writing to:

/0 cavendish Consulting,
1 West Regent Street,
Glasgow, G2 1IRW

Please note that all comments should be returned no later than Friday 12th
July 2024,

Please note that comments submitted to RES at this time are not representations to the determining
authority (Angus Council). There will be an opportunity to submit representations to the
determining authority should an application be made.
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Appendix 8: First consultation feedback form

ms Bonnyknox Solar Farm Proposal
Comment Form
power for good

RES Delieves in meaningful and productive consultation, 8nd we 3im 10 engage early with the local community
and key stakeholders to facllitate constructive consultation. This helps to identify issues and concerns, as
well a3 benefits and opportunities, which we can then consider when developing the design of the proposal.
At the public exhibition we have presented preliminary design drawings. Feedback from the local community
on the preliminary deslgn is an important part of our pre-application consultation and we would be grateful if
you could take the time 10 fill out this comment form with your feedback. Please provide feedback by Friday
12th July 2024. Comments will still be 8ccepted sfter this date but may not be considered In relation to the
design development.

Pigase note that comments submirted to RES at this time aré not representations to the detérmining autharity
{Angus Council). There will be an opportunity to Submit representations to the determining authority should an
application be made.

1 Bonnyknox Solar Farm: Public Exhibition
1.1 Howdidyou find out about our public exhibition?
[] Newsterter through the door
[] Aevertintocat newspaper
(] project website - wwnw. honewknox-solartarm co uk
D Word of mouth

I:I Other (please specify)

1.2 Before visiting the exhibition how would you describe your knowledge of the proposal?
[ xpewsatot
] xnewquite 2ot
[ xpewsume
D Knew very little
[] xnew notning atau

1.3 Having visited the exhibition, 1o what extent do you fzel you have increased your
understanding about the proposal?

[ A

[ quiteatot
[ ave
[ very ittte

[ Notning st su
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1.4 Which part of the exhibition did you find most useful?
[] e information boards
[ #binity to ask the project tesm questions

D Other [please apecity)

1.5 Do youhave any suggestons forways in which we could have improved our exhibition?

32
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2 Bonnyknox Solar Farm: Proposal
Yaur views on tha proposal for Bonnyknox Solar Farm - specifically the preliminary layout of the project whane
people’s comments can have a direct influence — will be considered in relation to the design development of the
jprioject.
21 Haw do you feel in genemal abowt the proposals?

I:l | am supportive

E | am nawtral

[ 1amopposed

Further cormments:

22 What dayou think about the proposed preliminarny desipn layout of the Bonnyknox Solar Farm?
[ 1am happy with the proposed lsyout
[ 1am neutral towards the proposed layout
[ 1 have concems about the propased layout

I:l | don't like solar tarmns in genersl

Furthar comments:

33
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23

3 Local Benefits

31

|5 there anything else you would like to share with us about the proposal?

W firmly balieve that solar developrments should provide meaningful benefits locally and we will work
with the local community to gain feedback on their priodties and deliver projects that will help 16 Secure
'UI‘IEJDETI‘I‘I wconamic, social and environmantal benafits. This ﬂpprhﬂl:l'l will hcll.p to deliver a tailored
package of benefits that are alipned with the local communities’ priorities.

Some examples from communities that we've worked with inclede improvements to village halls,
sports team sponssrship, funding for schools and local community groups, community defibrillators
and improvements to local footpaths andfor signage.

It you heve any suggestions for such benefits Bonnyknox Solar Farm may be able to support, please
ot us knaw in the box below.

CAVENDISH
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4 Climate Change, Energy Scourity and Rencowables

The below Section is optional and designed to help us understand peopls’s thoughts on how renewables can help
1o tackle climate change and improve energdy sscurity.

4.1 Doyou agnee that we are facing a global climate change emergency?
D | strongly agres
[] ragree
D I don’t know
D | disgrme
[ 1 stronaty disagres

Further oomments:

4.2 Do you agres that generating electricity from renewable souroes, and reducing our relianoe on fossil fuels,
can help towards tackling the issues of climate change?

[ 1strongty agree
[ 1agree

[ 1dont know
[] 1 disagres

[ 1 strongly disagres

Funther comments:
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power for good
4.3 Do you agres that we nesd b0 develop solar farms to support freater enerpy independence and energy
sescurity for Scotland?
[ 1=trongty agree

[] ragree

[ rdont know
[] 1disagree

[ 1 strongly dissgres

Further comiments:

3 Your details

Please provide your name and contact details below in order to authenticate this comments form. Providing this
infammation gives contaxt 1o your fesdback, facilitates & batter understanding of community views and priorities,
and enables us to respond o any guestions raised. However, i you are not comfortable providing us with your
full contact details; please include your postcode as a minimum.

Yaour contact details will be treated by RES and Cavendish Consulting with the strictest of confidence, in line with
the General Data Protection Regulations (GDFR) 2016, We may st times share your comact details, in confidence,
with third parties who we employ to help process your comments or update you on the project and by providing your
details below you consent to this. You may wiite to RES or Cavendish Consulting at any time 1o ask that your contact
details be rarmoved fram our recaords and from any third partizs we work with.

HName

Ernail

Postoode

I you would like to be ket up 1o date with the praject, pleass tick this box

Wilben ol Fidie mﬁplmd the camimeit faim, plm [t it im the Bax prd'\l"lﬂed. Cament lorms can also be Sent
by email to Sonoykooxsalagaomalcpnaitationonline co Uk of by post to: Cio Cavendish Consulting, 220 St
Vincent Straet, Glasgow G2 55G.

Thank you for takimg the time 0 complete this comment form, your fecdback is important to us.
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Welcome to our exhibition

Thank you for taking the time to attend our consultation event.

We are seeking your views on the preliminary design for a new
solar farm that we are exploring on land at Fallaws Farm, Arbirlot.

We consider pre-application consultation a

The public exhibition forms part of our pre-
applic: and is designed

crucial part of the solar farm

process and we aim to engage early with the
local community and key stakeholders in order
to facilitate constructive consultation.

This helps to Identify Issues and concerns, as
well as benefits and opportunities, which we
will consider when developing and refining
the design and delivery of the proposals.

to give you the opportunity to:

- leam more about the proposal
+ discuss any questions or views with

our project team

- provide written feedback to RES

oon the proposal.

mnnumemmmenmmmmnmmwmmm»omm
reviewed

feedback submitted to RES will be

byulemmmmtmmmmmnm:omlnuetkdeslp\pmm

g o skt purpas coly

Bonnyknox Solar Farm

bonnyknoxsolarfarm@consultationonline.co.uk

sower for good

Appendix 9: First consultation boards

About RES

RES has been at the forefront of wind energy
for over 40
more than 26GW of renewable energy projects
‘worldwide. we employ more than 4,500
passlonate people across the globe and are
active In 24 countries, working across onshore
and offshore wind, solar, energy storage, green
hydrogen, transmission and distribution.

Sustainability lies at the core of our business
activity and values, and we h:

RES in Scotland

RES Is a privately-owned company with a proud
history in Scotland. We grew out of Sir Robert
McAlpine, a British family-owned firm with
over 140 years of experlence In construction
and engineering Including the Glenfinnan
WViaduct In the Highlands and the Emirates.
Arena and Sir Chris Hoy Velodrome In Glasgow.

From our Glasgow office we have been

efforts to create a future wh yone has
access to affordable zero carbon energy. By
listening, discussing, and working together,
we can build clean energy project proposals
that power positive change for everyone.

Find out more at res-group.com

Bonnyknox Solar Farm

bonnyknoxsolarfarm@consultationonline.co.uk

constructing. perating
energy projectsIn Scotland since 1993.

es

swer for good

Why solar?

Scotland Is committed to achleving net zero

by 2045. As part of this progression towards
decarbonisation and reducing reliance on fossil
fuels, therz 1s a need to Invest in renewable
tachnology and make the UK an Independent
and selfsufficient energy producing nation.

Solar Is one of the cheapest sources of new
electricity generation and will play 2 key role
Inimproving Scotland's energy security, while
supporting the transition away from fossil
fuels. As Scotland strives to be a net-zero
«carbon economy by 2045, solar Is not Just an
option, It Is a necessity as part of a balanced
energy mix Solar is a great resource to

assist In this transition as It s a free and
Inexhaustible resource.

By producing solar energy domestically,
Scotland can secure our energy market for the
future and become less reliant on expensive
foreign gas Imports for electricity and heating.

RES solar farms are specifically designed
to be dual purpose, combining continued
agricuttural use and renewable generation.

Where a solar farm Is Installed on land which
has been intensively farmed, It enables

the ground undemeath to recover. Solar
farms can halp regenerate soll quality and

Solar farms have significant potential to
enhance blodiversity, hosting a range of
habitats Including wildflower meadows,
hedgerows, nectar-rich areas for pollinators,
and woodland. A typical solar farm uses around
Just 5% of the total site area with the rest of
the land remaining undisturbed, creating
significant opportunities to provide

a range of ecological benefits.

RES solar farms utlise bifacial solar panels
which as the name suggests, have two sides

of solar cells, enabling additional energy
generation from the reflectad and diffused light
on the rear-side of the panels. Solar panels do
not require direct sunlight to produce energy

— diffuse sunlight Is sufficlent, and a grass
surface reflects enough light to Justify the use
of bifac Theuse of bifacial panels

contribute ds the continued
of high-quality agricultural acreage for future
generations.

Solar farms provide valuable diversification
opportunities for farmers, helping them to
continue to Invest locally, employ locally
and farm In a sustainable manner.

Bonnyknox Solar Farm

bonnyknoxsolarfarm@consultationonline.co.uk

means that there Is potential to produce more
electricity In less space.

good
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Project overview

Our proposal Is for 249.9MW solar
development on land at Fallaws Farm in
Arbiriot, which Is approximately Skm west
of Arbroath. The land Is currently used for
arable farming.

The proposed development could produce
enough energy to power around 15,000
homes.

The site was chosen because It has good
solar resource, no ecological constraints,
straightforward access and has a viable
grid connection.

If the solar farm is developed, the energy
generated will be connected via a new 33kv
link to the Arbroath substation.

If consented, Bonnyknox Solar Farm will
play an Important role in mitigating cllmate

contributing to Scotland’s net 2er0 targets
usinga

solar energy ensures a sustainable enecgy

supply for future generations.

‘we will hold a second public exhibition

In late summer 2024, ahead of submitting.
any planning application, to present an
updated design for Bonnyknox Solar Farm.
At the second exhibition, we will refer to
the written feedback recelved from this
exhibition and explain any changes made
to the design in response to the feedback.

This proposal will have an installed
generating capacity of less than SOMW,
and so the application will be considered
and determined by the local planning
authority - which in this case Is Angus
Councll. we currently hope to submit

an around Autumn 2024.

change by reducing

L -
co—w—tn—”

Propesed s boendary e wihin g cutine

R

Bonnyknox Solar Farm

bonnyknoxsolarfarm@consultationonline.co.uk power for good
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Design layout and infrastructure

The plan below shows the pi

y layout for

Solar Farm.

P y layout.

technical

n to the solar panels, the site

surveys which are ongoing. We are currently
consulting on this layout and as such, it is
subject to change.

« Anetwork of on-site access tracks
« Asubstationtransformer with security fencing

« Inverters on hardstandings
The total number of panels and the height - Temporary construction compounds|
will be informed by ongoing surveys « Derfencing around the =
mwnmmﬂ‘mﬁe of the solar farm e
detalled In the planning application. L and natural screening

£ Croun e e drveare e %
Oubes v 61001

sy e s s
Bonnyknox Solar Farm ms
bonnyknoxsolarfarm@consultationonline.co.uk sowar for good

Environmental considerations

RES will design the solar farm so that it will out
fit sensitively In the surrounding landscape. « Ecology
A number of surveys and assessments will « Flood risk & surface water management
becarried out t y - ta visual
upon the environment, landscape, heritage » & Archaeolo;
and local residents Is appropriately assessed Harkage. o
. Potential pacts, « Glint and Glare
with other developments in the area, will also « National Land Capability for Agriculture
be assessed. « Traffic and transport
« Acoustics
The results of these surveys, along with

feedback from the local community and
stakeholders, will be taken into account as the
design of the solar farm ts refined and finalised.
The assessments will accompany any planning
application that Is made.

s e o

Bonnyknox Solar Farm
bonnyknoxsolarfarm

consultationonline.co.uk Dowee for good

Landscaping and biodiversity enhancement

Bonnyknox Solar Farm has significant
potential to enhance blodiversity, hosting
arange of habitats Including wildflower
meadows, hedgerows and nectar-rich areas

planting healthy
Insects, birds, bats, amphiblans and many
other animals. Grassland solls also provide
useful ecosystem services by sequestering
carbon

for Atypical solar fa
Just 5% of the total site area with the rest of
the land remaining undisturbed, creating

up harmul pollutants.

‘wildflower meadows can provide habitat

significant g8
of ecological benefits.

At Bonnyknox Solar Farm, as with all

RES developments, our goal Is to deliver
abiodiversity net gain as part of the
development. We aim to retain all existing
hedgerow and woodland, where possible,
and create new hedgerow and woodland
to benefit a range of local species. New
and Infill will d il

for such as butterflles, bees and
hoverflies and reptile hibernaculum, hedgehog
houses, bee banks, bird boxes and Invertebrate
hotels can further enhance the biodiversity

of the site.

ALandscape and Ecological Management
Plan (LEMP) will form part of the planning
application and will lllustrate our Immediate
and long-term commitment to deliver

ction

screening from the solar farm as well as
wildlife corridors and vital resources for
mammals, birds and Invertebrates.

pe or
and enhancement of biodiversity around
the site. The LEMP will provide landscaping
specifications for new vegetation in accordance
‘with relevant standards, as well as Information
nd

Spech
among the most threatened habitats across
the UK. Proposed species-rich grassland

on gs all
planting.

Bonnyknox Solar Farm

bonnyknoxsolarfarm@consultationonline.co.uk oower for good

Traffic and access

C and i
of any solar project.

Currently our proposed construction route for
the development at Fallaws Farm in Arbiriot

are a key phase in the construction

and other relevant bodles to produce a
Construction Traffic Management Plan (CTMP)

would be via the A92

traffic impact on Arbroath.

c traffic th 7
the A92 at the Salmond's Muir junction leading
onto Bonnyton Road to the site.

The preliminary plan below shows our current
preferred proposed delivery route, and access

to planning The
cTMP for
managing the safe movement of construction
and dellvery traffic as well as Itemising the
expected number of traffic movements and
timing restrictions.

‘The traffic movements will be limited to
avoid ‘evening peak times,

point, currently under which
could be used for the delivery of materials
and for and mals

where possible. There will also be a dedicated
Community Liaison Officer to engage with

We will consult with the relevant Highways
authorities, community councils, the
eemergency services, the local community

the
and operational phases, If the solar farm
Is consented.

Bonnyknox Solar Farm
bonnyknoxsolarfarm@consultationonline.co.uk gower for good
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A power for good

RES Is committed to ensuring that, wherever
L d empl

RES also belleves that our renewable energy
ch hould

possible, I
used iIn all aspects of solar farm development.

p
benefits locally and we are Inviting Input

“The major during the
construction phase when sultably qualified
local firms are often Invited to bid for different
aspects of construction. We encourage our

| communities on thelr priority
aims and projects in their area which the
project may be able to support. Examples
could Include supporting community assets,

to
locally (1.e. within the county) and to use local
transport and plant hire companies where
possible, In addition to local services and
amenities.

Bonnyknox Solar Farm
bonnyknoxsolarfarm@consultationonline.co.uk

fuel poverty schemes, etc.

We look forward to continuing to work with
the asour sals are developed.

power for good

Next steps

Thank you for taking the time to find out more about our proposal

for Bonnyknox Solar Farm.

Please do make sure you share your views on
these early proposal with us. You can do this
Inane of three ways:

+ By completinga feedback form at our event

+ By scanning the QR code below,
or visiting our wabsite, to submit
afeedback form anline

« By gatting In touch with our team using
the detalls below to request a hard copy
feedback form

We are gathering feedback on these Initial
proposals until Friday 12th July 2024.

Following this, we will review and consider
all feedback as we continue to progress
the proposal.

A further round of consultation will then take
place In late August/early September where
the updated proposals will be presented and
the community will have another opportunity
to share their views. Another drop-in event will
be held as part of this round of consultation
and the website will also be updated with

all of the Infarmation as well as the online
feadback form.

Timeline:

The feedback from this round will then
once agaln be reviewed and considared as
the application Is prepared for submission
o Angus Councll.

In support of the submitted application,

a Pre Application Consultation Report will
be prepared which will outline all of the
consultation and engagement activity
undertaken by RES, the feedback received
from the community and stakeholders, and
how RES has responded to and considered
the feedback In Its submitted application.

& bonnyknaxsolarfarm@consultationonline.co.uk
[0 oaoo 06 8943

@ www.bonnyknox-solarfarm.co.uk

&5 C/o Cavendish Consuiting, 220 St Vincent Street,
EBlasgow B2 556

Bonnyknox Solar Farm

e Dee

bonnyknoxsolarfarm@consultationonline.co.uk powor far good
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Appendix 10: Second consultation stakeholder letter

RENEWABLE ENERGY SYSTEMS LTD
3™ Floor, 5TV, Pacific Quay
Glasgow, 651 1PQ)

power for good

9 September 2024

oear [

I would like to take this opportunity to update you on our proposal for Bonnyknox Solar Farm, located
approximately 5km west of Arbroath, and invite you to our second public censultation event on Tuesday
24 September in the Music Room, Hospitalfield House (Hospitalfield, Arbroath, DD11 2NH) between 3-
Epm.

As you know, RES is exploring the potential for a solar farm on land at Fallaws Farm, Arbirlot,
approximately S5km west of Arbroath, and submitted a Proposal of Application Notice (PoAN) to Angus
Council in June this year. RES has since supplied a slightly amended PoAN in August to notify Angus Council
of a change in date for the second consultation event. The proposal is for a 49.9MW solar development
which would produce enough energy to power arcund 15,000 homes',

Since our public exhibitions in June 2024, where we presented our preliminary plans for the solar farm, we
have been refining the design in response to feedback received and ongoing surveys and assessments.

As part of our continuing pre-application consultation, we are holding a second public exhibition in the
local area to present updated plans for the solar farm, ahead of submitting a planning application later
this year. Members of the project team will be on hand to provide further detail and answer any
questions. Comment forms will be available to gather feedback.

All information provided at the public exhibition will also be available at www.bonnvknox-solarfarm.co.uk
from 24 September 2024, Feedback on the proposals will be accepted until Friday 11 October 2024.

We would be delighted to meet with you to discuss this project in greater detail and to answer any questions
you may have. To arrange a meeting, either in-person or remotely, please contact Fergus Johnston on 0141
674 8680 or by email at fergus. johnston@cavendishconsulting. com.

Yours sincerely,

1 The homes figure has been calculated by taking the predicted annual electricity generation of the site (using an
average solar capacity factor of 11 2%) and dividing this by the annual average electricity figures from DESNZ showing
that the annual GB average domestic household consumption is 3,239 kWh (January 2024).

SRES is a repistered trademark | Registered company name: Renewable Energy Systemns Limited
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Appendix 11: Second consultation residents’ postcard

s

Bonnyknox Solar
Farm Proposal

POWER *
FORGOOD..

¢ "‘\m“ 2k

About the proposal

RESis exploring the potential for a solar farm on land at
Fallaws Farm, Arbirlot, approximately Skm west of Arbroath.
The proposal is for a 49.9MW solar development which would
produce enough energy to power around 15,000* homes.

Since our public consultation in June 2024, where we presented
our preliminary plans for the solar farm, we have been refining
the design in response to feedback received and ongoing surveys
and assessments.

Consultation

As part of our continuing pre-application consultation, we are
holding a second public exhibition in the local area to present
updated plans for the solar farm, ahead of submitting a planning
application later this year.

Ourteam will be on hand to provide further information and
answer any questions. Comments forms will be provided to gather
feedback. All information provided at the public exhibition will
also be available at www.bonnyknox-solarfarm.co.uk from

24 September 2024.

Comment forms will be available to complete and submit during the
public exhibition. Forms will also be available on the website above
from the day of the public exhibition and can submitted online or
downloaded and submitted via email to bonnyknoxselarfarm@

cor co.uk

Hard copies can be sent by post to Cavendish Consulting,
220 St Vincent Street, Glasgow G2 55G

Please provide your feedback by Friday 11 October 2024.

41

Take part in our
second exhibition

September 2024

Please join us at our event to find out more:
Tuesday 24 September 2024, 3-8pm
Music Room, Hospitalfield House, Hospitalfield, Arbroath, DD11 2NH

Get in touch

Seymour Lindsay-Scott, New Sites Manager
bonnyknoxsolarfarm@consultationenline.co.uk
0141264 2831

C/o Cavendish Consulting, 220 St Vincent Street,
Glasgow G2 55G

Pleasa note that comments submitted to RES at this time are not representations to

the determiningauthority (Angus Council). There will bean opportunity to submit
representations to the determining autharity should an application be made.

*The homes figure has been calculated by taking the predicted annual electricity
generatlon of the site (using an average solar capacity factorof 11.2%) and dividing this
bythe annual average electricity figures from DESNZ showing that the annual GB average
domestic household consumption Is 2,239 kwh (January 2024).

CAVENDISH
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Bonnyknox Solar Farm
Public Consultation Event !;emqsm

Since our public exhibitions in June 2024, where we presented our plans
for a solar farm on land at Fallaws Farm, Arbirlot, approximately Skm west
of Arbroath, we have been refining the design in response to feedback
received and ongoing surveys and assessments.

As part of our continuing pre-application consultation, we are holding
a second public exhibition in the local area to present updated plans for
the solar farm, ahead of submitting a planning application later this year.

The exhibition material will also

be available to view (from 24
September 2024) on the dedicated
project website:
www.bonnyknox-solarfarm.co.uk

24 September 2024
3.00pm - 8.00pm

Music Room, Hospitalfield
House, Arbroath, DDTI 2NH

The event will provide updated information on the proposed development
as well as an opportunity to discuss the proposals, ask questions of the
project team and provide feedback.

Further information relating to the proposed development
may be obtained by contacting 0141 674 8680 or by email
at: bonnyknoxsolarfarm@consultationonline.co.uk.

Persons wishing to make comments on the proposals may do so at the
event, via the website (using the online feedback form), by email, orin
writing to:
C/0 Cavendish Consulting,
220 St Vincent Street,
Glasgow G2 55G

Please note that all comments should be returned no later than
11 October 2024.

Please note that comments submitted to RES at this time are not representations

to the determining authority (Angus Council). There will be an opportunity to submit
representations to the determining authority should an application be made. Normal
neighbour notification and publicity will be undertaken, and the public will have the
opportunity to make formal representations regarding the proposals at that time.

CAVENDISH



Appendix 13: Second consultation feedback form

res Bonnyknox Solar Farm Proposal

powerfor good Comment Form

Since our public exhibition in June 2024, where we presented our plans for a solar farm on land at Fallaws
Farm, Arbirlot, approximately Skm west of Arbroath, we have been refining the design in response to feedback
received and ongoing surveys and assessments.

Today’s exhibition presants the updated layout design for the solar farm and provides you with an opportunity
to submit written feedback to RES on the updated design. Your feedback has the potential to influence and
improve the overall gquality of any future planning application from a community perspective.

We would be grateful if you could take the time to fill out this comment form with your feedback. Please
provide feedback by Friday 11th October 2024, Comments will still be accepted after this date but may not
be considerad in relation to the design development.

Piaase note that conments submitted b AES ot this time are notrepresantations 1o the detemmining authority (Angus Council). There will
be an gppontunity 1o Submit representations to the determining authorily should an application be mads.

1 Bonnyknox Solar Farm: Public Exhibition
1.4 How did you find out about our public exhibition?
El Postcard through the door
D Advert in local newspaper
I:I Project website — www bonnyknox-solarfarm. co. uk

D ‘Word of mouth

D Other (please specify)

1.2 Bafore visiting the exhibition how would you describe your knowladge of the proposal?

|:| Knew a lot

|:| Knew quite a lot

|:| Knew a little
|:| Knew very little

I:l Knew nothing at all
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power for good

1.3

1.4

Having visited the exhibition, to what extent do you feel you have increased your
understanding about the proposal?

[ atot

|:| Quite a lot
[] atittie

[] veryuttte
[] Nothingatatt

Which part of the exhibition did you find most usetul?
EI The Iinformation boards

(] Abitity to ask the project team questions

] interactive map

D Other (please specify)

Bonnyknox Solar Farm Proposal
Comment Form

1.5 Doyou have any suggestions for ways in which we could have improved our exhibition?

CAVENDISH



res Bonnyknox Solar Farm Proposal

power for good Comment Form

2 Bonnyknox Solar Farm: Proposal

Your views on the proposal for Bonnyknox Solar Farm has the potential to influence and improve the overall guality
of the planning application from a community perspective.

21 How do you feelin genaral about the proposal?
:I | am suppaortive
:I lam neutral
E | am opposed

Further comments:

2.2 What doyou think about the updatad design layout of the Bonnyknox Solar Farm?
[__] 1am happy with the updated layout
] 1am neutral towards the updated layout
[ ] 1 have concerns about the updated layout (please find furthar information in the box balow)
l:l | deret like solar farms in general

Further comments:
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res Bonnyknox Solar Farm Proposal

power for good

23

Comment Form

|5 thera amything else you would like to share with us about the proposal?

CAVENDISH



res Bonnyknox Solar Farm Proposal

powerforgood Comment Form

3 Local Benefits

a1 We firmily believe that solar developmenits should provide meaningful benefits locally and we are wWorking
with the local community to gain feedback on their priorities and deliver projects that will help to secure
long-term economic, Social and emdronmental benefits. This approach will help to deliver a tailored
package of benefits that are aligned with the local communities’ priorities.

The options below have been Selected from ideas presented from members of the community during the
first phase of the consultation.

Pleasea tick three priorities you believe would most benefit the community.
] contributians to the existing community trust in Arbirlot
[__] improving paths and recreational access around the site
[ wildlife area on the solar farm site

D Improving broadband / fibre in the local area

\:I Funding for cammunity initiatives

Other (please specify)

47
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ms Bonnyknox Solar Farm Proposal

|power for good

3.2,

Comment Form

At RES, we are committed to inspiring the next generation and are keen to engage with the local

community to educate young people about renewable energy and the many exciting career opportunitias
within the renewable energy industry.

If you know of community initiatives that would benefit from our involvermnant, please let us know. In

particular we welcome recommendations for youth and school initiatives—we'd love to help spark an
interest in renewabls energy among the next generation.

CAVENDISH



ms Bonnyknox Solar Farm Proposal

powerfor good Comment Form

4 Your details

Please provide your name and contact details below in order to authenticate this comments form. Providing this
information gives context to your feedback, Tacilitates a better understanding of community views and priorities,
and enables us to respond to any questions raised. However, if you are not comfortable providing us with your
full contact details, please include your postcode as a minimum.

Your contact details will be treated by RES and Cavendish Consulting with the strictest of confidence, in line with
the General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR) 2018. We may at times share your contact details, in confidence,
with third parties who we employ to help process your comments or update you on the project and by providing your
details below you consent to this. You may write to RES or Cavendish Consulting at any time to ask that your contact
details be removed from our records and from any third parties we work with.,

Mame

Email

Addrass

Fosteode

It you would Like to be kept up to date with the project, please tick this box

When you have completed the comment form, please return to a member of staff at the sign-in desk. Commeant

forms can also be sent by email to bonnyknoxsolarfarm@consultationonline. co.uk o by post to: Clo Cavendish
Consulting, 220 5t Vincent Street, Glasgow G2 555G,

Thark you for taking the time to complete this comment form, your feedback is important to us.
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Welcome to our exhibition

Welcome to the second public exhibition for the proposed Bonnyknox
Solar Farm on land at Fallaws Farm, Arbirlot.

At today's exhibition we're pleassd to present the updated layout design for the slar farm,

following our of this year.
Further to d the feedback and a range
of surveys and for Farm has been developed.
At this sacond round of consultation, the layout s much further progressed, though there may be
further changes, y feedback on the updated design.
Your feedback influence and ll qualtty of the planning
application from a community perspective.

y the

[

Bonnyknox Solar Farm

bonnyknoxsolarfarm@consultationonline.co.uk

power for good

About the project

In June 2024, we submitted a Fropasal of
Application Notice (FoAN) to Angus Cound | for
2 49.9MW solar development on land at Fallaws
Farm In Arbirlot, which Is approximately Skm
west of Arbroath. The land Is currently used
for arabla farming.

The propased development could produce
enough energy to power around 15,000
homes!. The sitewas chosen becausa it has
good solar resource, no ecological constraints,
straightforward access and has a viable grid

development to help Increase the flexibility
and generatlon opportunities for Bonnyknox
salar Farm.

Energy storage will play a key part in managing
the increasingly complex supply and demand
needs of the2 1st century. The grid netwark
must be finely balanced; electrical demand
must match elactrical generation at all times.
If this balance s not achleved, It can lead 1o
blackouts and the fallurs of grid dircults.

connaction. I the solar farm I developed, the
energy generated will be connected via a new
33kV linkto theArbraath substatian.

Design evolution

enable excess generation from the solar farm
10 be stored, then released back to the grid

g timas of no or low g
from the solar panels, for axample during winter.

havean

weheld our first round of public
in Juneand are gratefulfor the feed back
recelved from the community at ourevent

and via our website, Following this feedback
period, we have completed further surveys and
assessments on the site. The findings from this
work, together with feedback from the first
round of consultation, has resulted in a number
of design changes, which are set autas part
ofthis second round of consultation.

RES |5 proud to have baen innovators in the
oftheglobal w
market and we continue to saek new and
plonearing ways to Improve the efficiency
and generation potential of our schemes.

Following recent technological and commerdal
advancements, we proposeto Indude
ofth

capactty of lessthan S0MW, and 5o the
will

and
by the lacal planning authortty —which In this
casels Angus Coundll. We currently hope o
submit an application around Winter 2024,

¥ P

[T R —

Bonnyknox Solar Farm

bonnyknoxsolarfarm@consultationonline.co.uk
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Why solar?

Scotland Is committed to achleving net zero
by 2045, As part of this progression towards
decarbonisation and reducing reliance on fossil
fuels, therz 1s a need to Invest in renewable
technology and make the UK an Independent
and selfsufficient energy producing nation.

Solar Is one of the cheapest sources of new
electricity generation and will play 2 key role
InImproving Scotland's energy security, while
supporting the transition away from fossil
fuels. As Scotland strives to be a net-zero
«carbon economy by 2045, solar Is not Just an
option, It Is a necessity as part of a balanced
enargy mix Solar Is a great resource to

assist In this transition as It Is a free and
Inexhaustible resource.

By producing solar energy domestically,
Scotland can secure our energy market for the
future and become less reliant on expensive
foreign gas Imports for electricity and heating.

RES solar farms are spedifically designed
to be dual purpose, combining continued
agricuttural use and renewable generation.

Where a solar farm Is Installed on land which
has been Intensively farmed, It enables

the ground undemeath to recover. Solar
farms can help regenerate soll quality and

s "

Solar farms have significant potential to
enhance blodiversity, hosting a range of
habitats Including wildflower meadows,
hedgerows, nectar-rich areas for pollinators,
and woodland. A typical solar farm uses around
Just 5% of the total site area with the rest of
the land remalning undisturbed, creating
significant opportunities to provide

a range of ecological benefits.

RES solar farms utlise bifacial solar panels
which as the name suggests, have two sides

of solar cells, enabling additional energy
generation from the reflectad and diffused light
on the rear-side of the panels. Solar panels do
not require direct sunlight to produce energy

- diffuse sunlight Is sufficlent, and a grass
surface reflects enough light to Justify the use
of bifac Theuse of bifacial panels

bute t ds the continued
of high-quality agricultural acreage for future
generations.

Solar farms provide valuable diversification
opportunities for farmers, helping them to
continue to Invest locally, employ locally
and farm In a sustainable manner.

Bonnyknox Solar Farm

bonnyknoxsolarfarm@consultationonline.co.uk

means that there Is potential to produce more
electricity In less space.

power for good

Updated design layout and infrastructure

The map below illustrates the updated design of the solar farm, shaped
by a series of technical assessments and community feedback.

oGy

< |
LT a5 5
: T

\ _-

Since the preliminary design was presented at the June exhibition, several significant modifications
to the design have been made. Key design changes include:

+ Removal of solar

to the south of the site to minimise potential
visibili

+ A10-metre buffer will be installed between
the solar panels and woodland to the north
and east;

+ A12-metre buffer between solar
infrastructure and Crossden Bum,

These updates reflect to balancing

h relevant flood p
guldelines;

Toensure accessibility and minimise
disruption, the existing track through the
site will be preserved for access to the
Guynd. Inverters will be strategically placed
away from the Guynd, and from this access.
track to it, to protect amenity value.

environmental protection and community feedback.

Bonnyknox Solar Farm

bonnyknoxsolarfarm

consultationonline.co.uk

efficiency of the solar farm with

powe for good
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Environmental considerations

RES has been working to ensure the design of solar farm proposals fits
sensitively into the surrounding landscape.

Anumber of d be:
the. «wumnen!. landscape, heritage and

led out to ensure any

and mitigated.

npacts, with other the area, h:
The

Ecology

Landscape

Heritage & Archaeology

Glint and Glare

National Land Capability for Agriculture

Flood risk & surface water management

e ts of th , along with feedback local d

have helped shape the design of the solar farm proposal.

Bonnyknox Solar Farm

bonnyknoxsolarfarm@consultationonline.co.uk power for good

Feedback to date

We received a range of feedback during our first round of and t se who took
the time to share their views with us. The below shows some of quantitative data about the proposals.
:«-vkybv Ceotans ™

In addition to these responses, some people also asked questions about the impacts of the proposals
when giving their feedback. We have responded to these main themes of feedback below.

Feedback theme RES response
Visualimpact: Some feedback RES is carefully assessing potential visual impacts and explore
the solar farm potential visibility.
will impact views for nearby properties.
traffic: Currently
«.u that the local road networkisnot  at Fallaws Farmin Arbi be viathe A92

adequately equipped to handle the traffic impact on Arbroath. C i would
(HGVs) required the A92 at the Salmond's Muir junction leading

for the construction of the solar farm, dto the site. AC Traffic

and raised concerns about traffic Plan (CTMP) will support any future planning application and we are

congestion and road safety. ly engagi < offi this.

Nearby properties being devalued:  Queries are often raised in relation to the potential of solar farms
We received questions aboulwhether toimpact upon the value of house prices as there can be a

perties of the there must be a negati p
development will decreaseinvalue | Propertyvalue be affected by a range of
due to their close proximity to the factors. Th nofi d solar

solar farm, farms do or do not affect house prices.
Loss of agri land: Some Farm i 2and3land,
feedback during the first round whichis not the highest grade of agricultural land. If consented,
expressed concem that the the land will be used for sheep grazing once the solar farm is
development of the solar farm will thus allowi i use. Climate
result in the loss of valuable agricultural change poses! the greatest mvean.o food security in the UK, as it
land, which could have long-term cts crop yields, and i
implications for local farming quency her events like lood 2
activities and food production. Rising d patterns al b
pests straining i sector and
ity Y
Bonnyknox Solar Farm

power for good

bonnyknoxsolarfarm@consultationonline.co.uk

Traffic and access

Component and material deliveries are a key phase in the construction

of any solar project.

Currently our preferred construction route for
the development at Fallaws Farm would be via

the A92 to minimise construction traffic imj

pact

on Arbroath, Alrbiriot and the nearby Primary

School.

Construction traffic would access the site off
the A92 at the Salmond's Muir junction leading

onto Bonnyton Road to the site. The plan

below shows our cumrent preferred delivery
route and access point, which could be used

for the delivery of materials and access for
construction and maintenance,

The proposed route is 2.6 km from the A92

to

the site boundary, with good connections via

Further details will be contained within any
future planning application. Where possible,
traffic movements will be scheduled to
avoid peak moming and evening periods.
Additionally, we will appoint a dedicated
Community Liaison Officer to engage with
local residents throughout the construction
and operational phases, should the solar
farm receive consent,

We have been actively engaging with Angus
Council highways officers and independent

P Propo:
through the development of a comprehensive
Construction Traffic Management Plan

(CTMP) that will be submitted with any future

slip roads and Bonnyton Road is The CTMP will detail the
awide single carri We are discussing i
whether there is any from the

highways officers for additional passing
places along Bonnyton Road, which could
be developed within existing verge areas.

W

h - |

\ s

Prebemee constuction e ased a3 et prposds

Bonnyknox Solar Farm

bannyknoxsolarfarm@cansultationonline.co.uk

of contruction and delivery traffic, Including
nd timing

power for good

A power for good

RES Is committed to ensuring that, wherever
possible, local d

RES also belleves that our mmbleeuefgy
schemes should also p

usedinall solar benefits

The major d the thelr priority
pl ly qu ) In their area which the

local firms are often invited to bid for different pmpect may be able to support. Exampies

aspects of g6

‘contractors to It fuel poverty scbemes. etc_

locally (1.e. within the county) and to use local
transport and plant hire companies where

We look forward to continuing to work with

possible, in addition to local
amenities.

Bonnyknox Solar Farm
bonnyknoxsolarfarm@consultationonline.co.uk

power for good
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About RES

RESIs the world's largest independent

gy compan)
uoounmesand amve Inwind, solar, ene-y
and

a secure supply of sustainable, low cost, clean
green energy. RES Is committed to finding
effective and appropriate ways of engaging
with local

storage, green hydroge
distribution. As an lndusvy Innovator for over
40 years, RES has delivered more than 276W
of renewable energy projects across the globe
and plans to bring more than 22GW of new
capacity online In the next five years.

Asa service provider, RES also has the skills

residents and businesses, and belleves that the
views of local people are an Integral partof the
RES Is al

te
d Its pro)
seeking ways In which It can supportand

the

asset and
wmons and malntenance to suppon a
edi

g in
soclal and environmental projects near

large cllntbase.

Orawing on our decades of experlence In the
renewable energy and construction Industries,
RES has the exp develop, construct and

RES Is the power behind a clean energy future

where everyone has access to affordable

2zero carbon energy. We bring together global
passion, and the Innovation of

operate projects of outstanding quality which
contribute to a lowcarbon future by providing

4,500 people to transform the way energy Is
generated, stored and supplled.

Bonnyknox Solar Farm
bonnyknoxsolarfarm@consultationonline.co.uk power for good

Next steps

Thank you for taking the time to find out more about our proposals
for Bonnyknox Solar Farm.

Plaase do make sure you share your views on wie ara gathering feadback on thase Initial
these proposals with us. You can do thisin one proposals until Friday 11th October 2024,
of three ways:

The feedback will be reviewed and considered
+ By complating a fesdbackform at ouravent  as the application Is prapared for submission
for consideration and determination to Angus

+ By scanning the R code below, Councll.
orvisting ourwebsite, to submit. R
a feedback form online i bonnknoxsolarfarm@ consultationonne co-uk
« By genting In touch with our team using O os00066 8843
thedetalls below to request a hard copy
feedback fom @& www bonnyknox-solarfarm co.uk
B8 (/o Cavendich Consabiing, 220 5t Vincent Street,
Glasgow 52 556
wvew. bonny knax-selarfarm. co.uk
Timeline:
JINE 024 Submit Proposal of Application Notice to Angus Councll
JINE 2024 Begin first round of public consultation on esTly proposals With 3 public exhibition
JULY 2024 Endof for the first round of public
JULY - BUGUST 2024 Revlew faedback, and carmy cut further surveys and assessments o update the design
SEPTEMBER 2024 Beg/n second rund of public consuitation on updated proposals
WINTER 2024 Prepare the applkation for submission to Angus Council
SUMHER 2025 Target planning deciskin date by Angus Council

Bonnyknox Solar Farm re s

bonnyknoxsolarfarm@consultationonline.co.uk power for goad
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Bonnyknox Solar Farm

Report on Feedback

September 2024
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1.Introduction

Purpose of this report

RES has considerable experience in developing solar farm projects throughout the UK and
strongly believes in the impontance of community consultation to identify issues and concerns,
as well as benefits and opportunities, which can be considered when developing and designing
a praject.

The purpose of this report is to summarise the written feedback received from the community
during the June 2024 public exhibition and subseguent consultation period.

Each section focuses on a key topic area and summarises the key themes within the feedback.
June 2024 Consultation

RES held a public exhibition event in the local area in June 2024, as part of its pre-application
consultation for the proposed Bonnyknox Solar Farm. The event provided people with the
opportunity to learn more about the project, discuss the proposals with the project team, and
pravide written feedback to RES on the preliminary design.

26 June 2024

Music Room, Hospitalfield

House, Arbroath, DD11 2NH
3-8pm

A range of information was made available, with RES staff on hand to discuss the praposal and
answer any questions. A two-week consultation period followed the exhibitions, for people to
submit written feedback to RES on the proposal and preliminary design,

2.General Overview

Mora than 40 people attendad the first congultation event. Strong intarest in the proposals was
observed among the local community, many of whom reside nearby to the proposed site for the
solar farm.

RES asked a series of multiple-choice questions an the consultation itself to determine whether
the local community found it & useful exercise and how future consultations could be improved.

CAVENDISH



55

195

A e el
The table below shows the responses to these quaestions.

How did you find out about our  81.8% 9.1.%
public exhibition? Residents’ Advertin the
newslatter newspaper

Before visiting the exhibition A3.9% 27.3% 27.3%
howr would you describe your Knew a little Enew very little Knew nothing
knowledge of the proposal?

Having visited the exhibition, to  72.8% 18.2%

what extent do you feel you Alotf quite a lot Vary little / nothing

have increased your
understanding about the
proposal?

Which part of the exhibition did 23.1% 69.2%
you find most useful T Exhibition boards  Ability to ask project
team

Table 1: Feedback on the consultation

Awarenesss

The feedback shows that a vast majority (81.8%) of consultation attendees were made aware of
the consultation via the resident's newslatter, which was issued to over 1900 addresses within a
minimum 3%m radius of the proposed site. 9.1% of respondents stated that they were made
aware of the consultation from the adverts placed in The Courier (Angus Edition) and Angus
World on Thursday 137 of June. An additional 3.1% of respondents chose "Other™ for this
question, explaining that they had learmed about the consultation through "word of mouth”

Knowledze & Understanding

Bafore attending the exhibition, a significant portion of attendeas had limited knowledge of the
proposal, with 43.9% stating they knew a little, 27.3% knawing very little, and another 27.3%
knowing nothing at all. However, after visiting the exhibition, there was a marked increase in
understanding with a substantial 72.8% of attendees reporting that their understanding had
increased "a lot" or "guite a lot”, whila 9.1% falt their knowledge had improved "a little™. Only
18.2% indicated that they gained very littla or no additional understanding. This demonstrates
that the consultation signiﬁcantlf anhanced attendeas’ kan‘lEdglE and un:lerr.-tandingnf the
proposals.

Useful Aspect

The majority of attendees (89.2%) found the ability to ask questions and discuss the proposals
directly with the project team ta be the most useful part of the exhibition, compared to 23.1%
whao valued the exhibition boards and 7.7% who found other aspects mast helpful.
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Respondents were asked for their views on the proposal for Bonnyknox Solar Farm — specifically
the preliminary layout of the project where people’s comments can have a direct influence on
the final design.

How do you feel in general about the Bonnyknox proposal?

The majority of respondents, 63.6%, exprassed overall support for the proposal. Meanwhils,
18.2% remained neutral, and another 18.2% wera opposed. These figures suggest that there is a
strong level of support for the plans amaong attandeas.

What do you think about the proposed preliminary design layout of the Bonnyknox
Solar Farm?

Half of the respondents stated that they wera happy with tha preliminary design of the
Bannyknox Solar Farm, whila 10% were neutral towards the design, and 40% expressed
concerms about the preliminary design on display.

CAVENDISH
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4.Key Themes Raised in Feedback

4.1 Visual Impact

Some respondents expressed concern that the solar farm will impact the views for nearby
properties.

RES response:

RES is carefully evaluating the potential visualimpacts of the project and exploring ways to
reduca visibility, a5 we understand how important the natural landscape is to the community.
The site was spacifically chosen for its location away from more populated areas and because it
does not fall within any designated landscapes.

For neighbiouring properties that may have some views of the proposed development, a
comprehensive landscaping plan will be implemented to help minimise visibility. Additionally,
RES will conduct a Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (LVA) to support the planning
application, ensuring that all potential impacts are thoroughly considered and addressed.

Following feedback from the community, we have updated the design of the solar farm to
remove panels from the south of the site, as well as parts of the west and northeast, to reduce
potential visibility.

4.2 Construction Traffic

Some respondents and consultation attendees stated that the local road natwork is not
adequately equippad to handle the heavy goods vehicles (HGVS) required for the construction
of the solar farm, raising concerns about traffic congestion and road safety.

RES responss:

Our preferred construction route for the development at Fallaws Farm would be via the A52.
This has been chasen to minimise the impact on Arbroath and other local communities.

Construction traffic would access the site from the A2 at the Salmaond’s Muir junction, leading
onto Bonmyton Road, which is only 2.6 km from the site. This route benefits from good
connections, including slip roads and passing places.

Bonnyton Road is wide enough to accommodate HGY traffic, and we are proposing the
development of four passing places along this road, within existing verge areas, to help manage
traffic flow. Additionally, we plan to add another passing place near the site access point to
further improve road safety and reduce congestion.

To minimise disruption, we will schedule construction traffic to avoid peak morming and evening
periods, and a dedicated Community Lisison Officer will be appointad to engage with residents
throughout the construction and operational phases, should the solar farm be approved.

We have been actively working with Angus Council highways officers and independent transport
consultants to develop a comprehensive Construction Traffic Management Plan (CTMP) which
will be submitted with the planning application and will detail how we will safely manage the
movernent of construction and delivery traffic, including expected traffic volumes and timing
restrictions.
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4.3 Nearby Properties Being Devalued

Some residents also raised concerns that neighbouring properties of the development will
decrease in value due to their proximity to the solar farm.

RES Response:
Currently, there is no firm evidence to suggest that solar farms do or do not affect house prices.

Whila Scottish and UK law does not provide a right to a view over neighbouring land or property,
we understand the impaortance of designing projects that are sensitive to the surrounding
environment. We have actively engaged with nearby residents to assess the views fram their
properties and, based on their feedback, have made adjustments where possible, These
include increasing setbacks and adding screening measures, such as hedges, to minimise the
visual impact.

4.4, Loss of Agricultural Land

Concerns were raised that the development of the solar farm will result in the loss of valuable
agricultural land, which could have long-term implications for local farming activities and food
production.

RES Response:

The proposed Bonnyknox Solar Farm will be located on Grade 2 and 3 land, which is considerad
lower-quality agricultural land. If approved, the site will continue to support agricultural use
through sheep grazing once the solar farm is constructed, ensuring that farming activities can
coaxist with renewable energy production.

It should be noted that one of the biggest risks to food security is the changing climate.
According to the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA), climate changa
could reduce the UK's stock of high-grade agricultural land by nearly three-quarters by 20507 .

5.Community Benefit

RES is strongly committed to ensuring that solar developments generate meaningful local
benefits, and we are committed to engaging with the community to gather feedback on thair
priorities and deliver projects that contribute to long-term economic, social, and environmental
sustainability. This collaborative approach enables us to create a tailored package of benefits
aligned with the specific needs of the local community.

As part of the consultation, respondents wera invited to propose initiatives that the Bonmyknaox
Solar Farm could support. These suggestions have been summarised below.
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Summary of community suggestions:

* A community trust in Arbifot helps maintain the village environmant and seeks to
upgrade paths around the waterfall and nature trails. Community benefit funds could
support these upgrades.

*  Creating a wildlife area for public and educational use would be welcomed.

*  Local residents, directly impacted by the development, should be compansated, not
just those in nearby towns.

*  Mead forimproved paths and site sccass.

* Enhancing public access to the countryside would encourage locals to enjoy the scenic
area.

* A public right of way around the development, linking to existing paths, would be
appreciatad.

* Broadband / fibre installstion during solar farm construction, which would increase
local support for the project.

*  The area lacks reliabla internet sccess; improving it would be beneficial.

Az part of the second round on consultation, we are again asking the community to provide
feadback on what type of initiatives the Bonnyknox Solar Farm should suppaort, and are asking
the community ta rank their prioritisations for community benafit.

6.Climate Change

Respondents were also asked a series of guestions to help RES understand people’s thoughts
an how renewables can help to tackle climate change and impraove energy security.

Do you agree that we are facing a global climate emergency?

The feadback highlighted that a significant majority of respondents recognise the urgency of
climate change. Specifically, 55.6% of participants strongly agreed that we are in the midst of a
#lobal climate change emergancy, reflecting a deep concern about the current environmeantal
crisis. Additionalty, 33.3% of respondents agreed with this sentiment, signalling broad
acknowledgment of the issua. However, 11.1% of respondents disagreed, showing a differant.
view on the severity orimmediacy of the threat posed by climate change.
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Do you agree that generating electricity from renewable sources, and reducing our
reliance on fossil fusls, can help towards tackling the issue of climate change?

Respondents demonstrated strong support for renewable energy as a solution to climate
change. 55.6% of respondents strongly agreed that generating electricity from renewable
sources can play a efucial role in addressing the issue of climate change. This majority reflects a
strong belief in the importance of clean energy in mitigating environmental impacts.
Additionally, 33.3% agreed, indicating broad consensus on the positive role of renewables.
11.1% of respondents disagread, showing a small portion remaing sceptical about the use of
renewable energy.

Do you agree that we need to develop solar farms to support greater energy
independence and energy security for Scotland?

The feedback reveals strong support for the development of solar farms in Scotland as a means
to enhance energy independence and security. A majority of 55% of respondents strongly
agreed that solar farms are essential for supporting Scotland's energy autonomy, highlighting
widespread recognition of the role renewable energy can play in Securing a stable and self-
sufficient energy supply. Additionally, 37.5% agreed, further underscoring broad consansus on
the impaortance of solar enargy. Only 12.5% of regpondents disagreed, indicating that while
thera is some opposition, the overwhelming santiment supports the development of solar farms
as a key component in achieving greater anergy security for Scotland.
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Appendix 16: Second consultation interactive map
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Share your thoughts on areas we should focus on - whether it's a
concern or an opportunity, add a sticker to make your voice heard!
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