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1. Background. 
1.1  Introduction 

1.1.1 This Pre-Application Consultation (‘PAC’) Report has been prepared by Cavendish Consulting to 

explain, in detail, the consultation activity undertaken by Renewable Energy Systems Ltd (RES) (‘the 

Applicant’) in relation to construction and operation of a maximum generation capacity 49.9MW 

solar array and its associated infrastructure on a site of 95.45 hectares, on land located 2km west 

of Arbirlot, Angus, approximately centred on grid reference E356977, N741022. 

1.1.2 The description of the Proposed Development is as follows:  

Construction and operation of a solar farm with all associated works, equipment, necessary 

infrastructure. 

1.1.3 A copy of the site boundary can be found in Appendix 1.  

1.1.4 The Proposed Development is considered “major” development in context of the Town and 

Country Planning (Hierarchy of Developments) (Scotland) Regulations 2009. 

1.1.5 This PAC Report sets out the comprehensive consultation process undertaken by the Applicant, 

details the comments and feedback received from the consultation process, and demonstrates 

how the Applicant has responded to comments from members of the public and community 

groups, and used it, where relevant, to shape and inform the application for the Proposed 

Development. 

1.1.6 The Proposal of Application Notice (PoAN) was submitted to Angus Council on 5 June 2024, 

initiating a statutory 12-week pre-application consultation period. The Applicant corresponded with 

Angus Council’s planning department via email between the first and second rounds of 

consultation, notifying them that the second consultation would occur beyond the dates indicated 

in the original PoAN, and providing the alternative date for the second consultation. 
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2. Consultation overview.  
2.1     Best practice  

2.1.1 The Applicant understands the value of engaging with and seeking to involve the local people in 

development proposals, both prior to and following the submission of any application and through 

to the construction and operation, should the Applicant’s proposal obtain consent. 

2.1.2 Planning Advice Note (‘PAN’) 3/2010 – Community Engagement is an update of PAN 81 which 

advises that in order for the community engagement to be successful, it is important that everyone 

interested in the future development of the community, village, town, or city they live in should 

understand the planning process. Developers are advised to involve residents at the earliest 

opportunity so that they can feel confident that engagement in the process has been meaningful. 

2.1.3 PAN 3/2010 highlights that the term “consultation” is used to mean the: 

“Dynamic process of dialogue between individuals or groups based on a genuine exchange of views and, 

normally, with the objective of influencing decisions, policies or programmes of action. The terms 

‘engagement’ and ‘involvement’ are generally interchangeable and are taken to mean the establishment 

of effective relationships with individuals or groups. Participation is everything that enables people to 

influence the decisions and get involved in the actions that affect their lives. In the context of this 

document engagement is, in effect, giving people a genuine opportunity to have a say on a development 

plan or proposal which affects them; listening to what they say and reaching a decision in an open and 

transparent way to ensure they are taking account of all views expressed (page 3, paragraph 1).” 

2.1.4 National Planning Framework 4 (NPF4) (2023) also highlights the important role of effective 

engagement, stating: 

“Throughout the planning system, opportunities are available to engage in development planning and 

decisions about future development. Such engagement, undertaken in line with statutory requirements, 

should be early, collaborative, meaningful and proportionate. Support or concern expressed on matters 

material to planning must be given careful consideration in the determination of development 

proposals.”  

2.1.5 The Applicant is committed to undertaking effective and early consultation methods in this way, 

including tailoring its strategies to suit individual communities. Residents’ values and issues of 

importance vary, and the consultation programme has been designed to reflect that. 

2.2 Timeline 

2.2.1 The consultation period for the Proposed Development began in June 2024. The PoAN (Appendix 

2) was submitted to Angus Council on 5 June 2024.  

2.2.2 Following the PoAN submission, the Applicant wrote to stakeholders in the form of an email on 6 

June 2024 which included details about the development and the submission of the PoAN. A letter 

(Appendix 4) was also attached to the email which gave details of the first consultation event and 

invited the stakeholders to contact the Applicant if they wished to arrange a meeting to discuss the 

proposal. A copy of the email can be found in Appendix 3.  

2.2.3 The email was sent to: 

• Arbroath West, Letham and Friockheim Ward Councillors 

• Carnoustie and District Ward Councillors 
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• Royal Burgh of Arbroath Community Council 

• Carnoustie Community Council 

• Letham and District Community Council 

• Angus MP 

• Angus South MSP 

• North East Scotland Regional MSPs 

2.2.4 Two rounds of formal public consultations were held. The first consultation event took place on 26 

June 2024 at Hospitalfield House (Hospitalfield, Arbroath, DD11 2NH), where preliminary 

information on the proposal was shown, and feedback was sought. The Applicant received useful 

feedback through this initial round of consultation (see section 3).  

2.2.5 All information provided at the first consultation event was also available to view on the dedicated 

project website from 26 June 2024, and an online feedback form was available.  

2.2.6 Following this initial round of public consultation in June, a second event was held to provide the 

local community and stakeholders the opportunity to view and comment on the updated proposal 

in advance of the submission of an application to Angus Council. This event took place on 24 

September 2024 at Hospitalfield House (see section 4). 

2.2.7 As with the first round of consultation, information on the proposal was also available to view on 

the dedicated project website from 24 September 2024, and an online feedback form was also 

available. 

2.2.8 The timings and venues of the public exhibitions, supported by online engagement opportunities, 

were designed to provide members of the public with the best opportunity to attend, view the 

proposals and importantly provide feedback. 

2.2.9 All comments and feedback received from both consultation periods have been collated and 

analysed as part of this PAC Report (see Section 6), which also illustrates how feedback has, where 

possible, helped shape and inform the application for the Proposed Development. 

2.3  Contact details 
2.3.1  Following the submission of the PoAN, the Applicant created a dedicated project website which 

provided an outline of the proposals, consultation details, and contact information for the project 

team.  

2.3.2  This website was regularly updated with relevant information throughout all stages of the 

Proposed Development, including all consultation materials.  

2.3.3  To ensure that as many interested parties as possible could access information about the 

proposals and communicate with the project team, an email address and phone number were also 

established and published on the project website:  

Website: https://www.bonnyknox-solarfarm.co.uk/  

Phone number: 0800 066 8943 

Email address: bonnyknoxsolarfarm@consultationonline.co.uk  

  

https://www.bonnyknox-solarfarm.co.uk/
mailto:bonnyknoxsolarfarm@consultationonline.co.uk


 

   6 

3. First consultation. 
3.1     Overview  

3.1.1 The first round of consultation for the Proposed Development took place on 26 June 2024 at 

Hospitalfield House between 3.00pm and 8.00pm. 

3.1.2 The first round of consultation for the Proposed Development was announced on 6 June 2024 

when stakeholders were notified of the upcoming public exhibition via a letter (Appendix 4).   

3.1.3 In addition to notifying political stakeholders (list in section 2.2.3), a newsletter (Appendix 5) was 

sent on 13 June via Royal Mail to 1,904 addresses, within a minimum 3km radius of the site 

(mailout map can be found at Appendix 6). The newsletter (Appendix 5) included details such as 

the consultation dates, details of the Proposed Development and an introduction to the Applicant. 

A copy of the newsletter was also issued to political stakeholders (listed in section 2.2.3) on 13 June 

serving as a reminder of the upcoming event.  

3.1.4 In addition, an advertisement (Appendix 7) for the first exhibition was placed in The Courier 

(Angus and Dundee edition) and Angus County Press on 13 June 2024.  

3.1.5 A feedback form (Appendix 8) was available at the exhibition and online from the day of the event 

which included an opportunity to provide general feedback on the proposals as well as suggestions 

for community benefits. The opportunity to provide feedback remained open for two and a half 

weeks, until 12 July 2024. 

 

3.2 In-person exhibition event 
 

3.2.1 In total, 46 people attended the first consultation 

event.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IMAGE FROM FIRST EXHIBITION, 26 JUNE 2024 
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3.2.2 At the event, ten information boards were on display (Appendix 9). Paper copies of the boards 

were also available and could be taken away on request.  

 

3.2.3 The subjects of the boards were as follows: 

 

3.2.4 The feedback period for the first round of consultation took place from 26 June to 12 July 2024, 

allowing over two weeks for interested parties to provide their input. A total of 11 completed 

comment forms were received by the Applicant. A summary of the answers received to the closed 

questions on the comment form is provided in section 3.2.6. 

 

3.2.5 At all stages of the consultation process the Applicant clearly set out the purpose of the 

consultation and emphasised that comments made were not representations to the determining 

authority and that there would be the opportunity for representations to be made to the 

determining authority once a planning application was submitted.  

 

3.2.6 The below summarises responses to the closed questions on the comment form during the first 

round of consultation. 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Welcome to our 
exhibition

2. About RES 3. Why solar? 4. Project overview

5. Design layout and 
infrastructure

6. Environmental 
considerations

7. Landscaping and 
biodiversity enhancemnt 

8. Trafffic and access

9. A power for good 10. Next steps
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Q1.5 Do you have any suggestions for ways in which we could have improved our 

exhibition? 

Summary of responses: 

• Hosting the exhibition at the village hall in Arbirlot might have encouraged more local input. 

• The exhibition boards were informative, and the Q&A session was effective. 

• Concerns raised included road management, wildlife protection, property devaluation, health 

impacts, and glare for nearby houses. 

• More detail of specifics requested, including site size reduction and the security of the 49.9MW 

supply against physical and cyber risks. 

• The exhibition was well-presented, with knowledgeable experts providing valuable insights. 
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Q2.3 Is there anything else you would like to share with us about the proposal? 

Summary of responses: 

• Concerns over construction traffic 

• Queries about whether a community benefit package is included as part of the development 

• Concerns over the name of the development 

 

Q3.1 If you have any suggestions for local benefits Bonnyknox Solar Farm may be able to support, 

please let us know in the box below. 

Summary of responses: 

• Support for local environmental initiatives, such as upgrading paths around the Arbirlot waterfall 

and nature trails, through community benefit funding. 

• Improved internet connectivity, including the installation of broadband or fibre, to address slow 

and unreliable wireless Wi-Fi in the area. 

• Enhancements to public access, such as maintaining and improving paths, creating a public right of 

way around the development, and linking existing paths with a dedicated wildlife area for public 

and educational use. 

• Concerns about directly affected local residents, highlighting the need for compensation for 

impacts like potential house value reduction, rather than focusing benefits on nearby towns. 

• General emphasis on maintaining public access to and through the site to encourage community 

engagement and outdoor activities. 
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4. Second consultation. 
4.1 Overview 
4.1.1 In September 2024 the Applicant returned to Hospitalfield House to present an updated design for 

the proposal to the community and outline the changes which had been incorporated into the design 

following the first round of consultation. 
4.1.2 Stakeholders were notified via a letter sent by email (Appendix 10) issued on 9 September 2024.  

4.1.3 A postcard (Appendix 11) was also sent via Royal Mail on 5 September to 1,904 addresses (the same 

radius as used in June, shown in Appendix 6) inviting the community to take part in the second round 

of consultation. 

4.1.4 An advertisement (Appendix 12) for the event was again placed in The Courier (Angus and Dundee 

edition) and Angus County Press on 12 September 2024.  

4.1.5 The second public consultation event took place on 24 September 2024 at the Hospitalfield House 

between 3.00pm and 8.00pm. 

4.1.6 A feedback form (Appendix 13) was available to be filled out at the event or taken home to fill out 

at a later date. The feedback form was also available online from 24 September 2024. Respondents 

were given two and a half weeks to provide feedback, until Friday 11 October 2024.   
4.2 In-person exhibition event  

4.2.1 The second consultation event was attended by 29 people. Members of the project team were on 

hand to answer questions and discuss the proposals with members of the public. 

4.2.2 Exhibition boards were on display, with eight new boards (Appendix 14) combined with two boards 

from the previous consultation.  

4.2.3 A Report on Feedback was also made available as part of the second round of consultation. Hard 

copies were available at the event, and it was also published on the project website. The report 

summarised all written feedback received during the first round of consultation and how the 

Applicant has responded to the feedback. This can be viewed at Appendix 15 and on the project 

website here. 

4.2.4  An interactive map was used at the September event, allowing attendees to mark specific areas of 

interest or concern. Different colours were assigned to represent various issues, allowing the 

Applicant to easily identify and categorise feedback (Appendix 16).  

4.2.5 The subjects of the boards were as follows (please note new boards are shown in blue):  

https://www.bonnyknox-solarfarm.co.uk/media/020o5o0f/res-bonnyknox-report-on-consultation-feedback-final.pdf


 

   12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IMAGES FROM SECOND PUBLIC EXHIBITION, 24 

SEPTEMBER 2024 

1. Welcome to our 
exhibition

2. Why solar? 3. About the project
4. Updated design layout 

and infrastrcuture

5. Environmental 
considerations

6. Traffic and access 7.Feedback to date 8. A power for good

9. About RES 10. Next steps
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4.2.6 In total 9 feedback forms were received over the course of the second consultation period (24 

September to 11 October 2024).  

 

4.2.7 The below charts show answers received to the closed questions on the comment form during the 

second round of consultation. 

 

Q1.5 Do you have any suggestions for ways in which we could have improved our 

exhibition? 

Summary of responses: 

• Avoid board congestion by encouraging discussion groups to step back, allowing others to view 

boards. 

• Concerns about presentation: avoid overly glossy displays. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The majority of respondents, 77.8%, expressed opposition to the proposal. Meanwhile, 11.1% remained 

neutral, and another 11.1% were supportive. 

Q1.1 How did you find out about 

our public exhibition? 

50% 

Postcard through 

the door 

30% 

Word of mouth 

20% 

Project website 

 

Q1.2 Before visiting the exhibition 

how would you describe your 

knowledge of the proposal? 

44.4% 

Knew a lot 

22.2% 

Knew quite a lot 

22.2% 

Knew a little 

11.1% 

Knew very 

little 

Q1.3 Having visited the exhibition, 

to what extent do you feel you 

have increased your 

understanding about the 

proposal? 

22.2% 

A lot  

55.6% 

Quite a lot 

11.1% 

A little 

11.1% 

Not at all 

Q1.4 Which part of the exhibition 

did you find most useful? 

22.2% 

Information boards 

33.3% 

Ability to ask 

project team 

questions 

11.1% 

Interactive map 

33.3% 

Other 
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The responses show a split in opinions on the updated layout. While 25% of respondents are happy with 

the changes, 37.5% still have concerns. Additionally, 37.5% express general opposition to solar farms, 

suggesting that some concerns may extend beyond the specific details of this proposal. 

Q2.3 Is there anything else you would like to share with us about the proposal? 

Summary of responses: 

• Appreciation for amendments made but requests for additional safety measures, such as deer 

warning signs on roads. 

• Concerns about misclassification of agricultural land. 

• Lack of information on materials used for panel supports, their durability, and potential 

environmental impact, especially regarding water supply contamination. 

• Questions about project details, including fencing design, camera placement, lighting 

specifications, and their potential impact. 

• Criticism of the project's proximity to local residents, raising concerns about its direct effects 

on their quality of life. 

 

Q3.1 If you know of community initiatives that would benefit from our involvement, please let 

us know. In particular we welcome recommendations for youth and school initiatives—we’d 

love to help spark an interest in renewable energy among the next generation. 

Summary of responses: 

• Concerns about fairness in education, opposing financial influence from renewable companies 

without balanced perspectives. 

• Request for financial support for the Arbirlot Old Kirk Trust to repurpose the closed church into a 

community hub, addressing the lack of public spaces in the village. 

• Suggestions for local benefits include installing EV charge points for houses, a community 

defibrillator, and improved broadband access. 

• Emphasis on the importance of rural communities having dedicated spaces for gathering, distinct 

from nearby towns like Arbroath. 
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5. Additional 
engagement. 

5.1 Angus Council 
5.1.1 Prior to the first consultation event held on 26 June 2024, the Applicant met with Councillor Jack 

Cruickshanks at Hospitalfield House.  

5.1.2 At the meeting the Applicant discussed the proposals with Councillor Cruickshanks, presented the 

consultation material and answered his questions ahead of the first event. 

5.2 Stephen Gethins MP 
5.2.1 Following his election at the 2024 General Election, the Applicant met with the newly elected MP for 

Angus, Stephen Gethins MP, prior to the second consultation event on 24 September 2024. 
5.2.2 At the meeting, the Applicant presented a comprehensive update on the Proposed Development 

since its launch in June 2024, talked through the consultation material on display at the event, and 

addressed Mr Gethins’ questions, and discussed local initiatives that the Proposed Development 

could support.  
5.3 Arbroath FC Community Trust 
5.3.1 Following the launch of the Proposed Development in June 2024, the Applicant was contacted by 

the Arbroath FC Community Trust to discuss various initiatives that the Trust supports in the area. 

5.3.2 A representative from the Trust then met with the Applicant at Hospitalfield House prior to the first 

consultation event on 26 June 2024 to discuss the community trust.  

5.3.3 On 18 November 2024 the Applicant was pleased to provide a donation of £600 for the Arbroath 

Football Club Community Trust’s Community Café, which offers a warm, safe environment and a 

hot meal to individuals in need. Volunteer-led, the café focuses on combating food poverty and 

social isolation, supporting vulnerable people in and around Arbroath. It also connects individuals 

with local agencies like Citizens Advice and mental health services. In addition, all volunteers are 

trained in Mental Health and Suicide Prevention, enabling them to offer first-line support to those 

struggling mentally, building trust and relationships with the café's customers. 

5.4. Resident engagement  
5.4.1 Enquiries were received from some local residents throughout the consultation process, and the 

Applicant responded by providing answers over the phone and by email to questions wherever 

possible, confirming details about the Proposed Development, sharing information about the 

consultation process, and making people aware of the Applicant’s newsletter mailing list which 

they could be added to if they wished to be kept up to date with plans for the Proposed 

Development. 

5.4.2  The Applicant also published a series of Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) on the project website, 

addressing many of the concerns and topics raised throughout the first round of consultation.  
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6. Feedback and 
responses. 

6.1 Feedback from consultation 
6.1.1  The first round of consultation introduced the Proposed Development to the local community, 

offering stakeholders an opportunity to share their feedback which was then used to update the 

proposals. In the second round, the updated design was presented, once again inviting 

stakeholders to provide their input. 

6.1.2 A feedback form was made available at the consultation events, online and by request, with the 

option for interested parties to send feedback via multiple channels. 

6.1.3 The Applicant’s contact details (email, print and phone) were also prominent throughout the 

consultation, available on all communication materials including the written communications with 

stakeholders and residents, on the project website, and at each event.  

6.1.4 At all stages of the consultation process the Applicant also set out clearly the purpose of the 

consultation and emphasised that comments made were not representations to the determining 

authority and that there would be the opportunity for representations to be made to the 

determining authority once the planning application was submitted. 

6.2 Response to key consultation topics 
6.2.1  The following section sets out the key topics raised by respondents during the pre-application 

 consultation period.  
6.2.2 Many of these issues were addressed within the "Feedback to date" board on display at the second 

consultation event and the Report on Feedback (Appendix 15) document which provided 

responses to many of the key issues raised during the first round of consultation. 

6.2.3 The Applicant has responded to these key themes to show how these issues have been 

considered, addressed or to highlight where adjustments have been made to the proposal as a 

direct result of the feedback received. There are detailed planning reports available as part of the 

submitted planning application, the relevant report(s) has been highlighted in each section below.  

 

Feedback theme  Applicant response 

Visual impact 

 

A Landscape and Visual Assessment accompanies the planning application.  

During the iterative design process, a number of measures were taken to reduce 

potential visibility. Solar infrastructure has been removed from fields to the south 

of the site to reduce potential visibility as well as from some areas to the west and 

north-east. 

Our assessment has found that the visual impact will be largely contained within 

the site, primarily affecting the arable fields, with moderate effects on nearby 

properties. However, these will gradually soften as mitigation planting matures, 

blending the development into the landscape. By Year 10, most visual effects will 
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be minimal, and following decommissioning, the site will benefit from enhanced 

landscape features and ecological improvements. 

Wider views are limited due to topography and vegetation, and local footpaths 

have little to no visibility of the site.  

Technical glare modelling was undertaken for the potential impact of the Proposed 

Development on nearby sensitive receptors, which found no glare towards three of 

the ten modelled residential receptors, while low impact glare was predicted at 

four. Once mitigating factors have been taken into account, the residual glare 

impact is low or none at all receptors, and therefore no mitigation measures 

beyond those contained within the planning application for the Proposed 

Development have been recommended.  

Please see the full Landscape and Visual Assessment and Glint and Glare 

Assessment submitted as part of the planning application. 

Construction traffic 

 

A Construction Stage Traffic Management Plan (CTMP) accompanies the 

planning application. The CTMP sets out the framework for managing the safe 

movement of construction and delivery traffic, including how vehicle trips to the 

site will be spaced out and avoid peak periods where possible to minimise 

disruption.  

The proposed construction route for the Proposed Development is via the A92 to 

minimise construction traffic impact on Arbroath. Construction traffic would access 

the site off the A92 at the Salmond’s Muir junction leading onto Bonnyton Road to 

the site. As part of the development the Applicant is committed to enhancing the 

local road network around the site. Indicative passing place locations have been 

drawn up and are illustrated within the Transport Statement. These passing place 

locations would be constructed either within the adopted road verge areas or 

within land under the Applicant's control. This is subject to discussions with the 

Roads Authority. 

Please see the full Construction Stage Traffic Management Plan (CTMP) as part 

of the Transport Statement submitted as part of the planning application. 

Loss of agricultural land 

 

Solar farms do not pose a threat to food security. One of the biggest threats to 

food security is the changing climate. According to the Department for 

Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA), climate change could reduce the UK’s 

stock of high-grade agricultural land by nearly three-quarters by 20501. 

A detailed Land Classification for Agriculture Report accompanies the planning 

application and shows that the area is made up of a mix of Class 3.2 and Class 4.1, 

with most of the site being Lower Class 3.1 (50%). Soil classification can be 

influenced by farming practices, for example potato cultivation at this Site, which 

alters topsoil depth and can artificially elevate land grades. 

The Proposed Development has been designed as a dual-purpose development, 

integrating renewable energy with sheep farming. This supports rural 

employment, strengthens local economies, and creates a more diverse ecological 

landscape. Grazing sheep help maintain habitats for wildlife while continuing food 

production. 

Moreover, where solar farms replace intensively farmed land, they allow the soil to 

regenerate while providing a stable income for farmers. By improving soil quality, 

solar farms contribute to the future availability of high-quality agricultural land. 

 

1 https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/united-kingdom-food-security-report-2021/united-kingdom-food-
security-report-2021-theme-2-uk-food-supply-sources#united-kingdom-food-security-report-2021-theme2-
indicator-2-1-15  

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/united-kingdom-food-security-report-2021/united-kingdom-food-security-report-2021-theme-2-uk-food-supply-sources#united-kingdom-food-security-report-2021-theme2-indicator-2-1-15
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/united-kingdom-food-security-report-2021/united-kingdom-food-security-report-2021-theme-2-uk-food-supply-sources#united-kingdom-food-security-report-2021-theme2-indicator-2-1-15
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/united-kingdom-food-security-report-2021/united-kingdom-food-security-report-2021-theme-2-uk-food-supply-sources#united-kingdom-food-security-report-2021-theme2-indicator-2-1-15
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Please see the full Land Classification for Agriculture Report submitted as part 

of the planning application. 

Inclusion of battery 

energy storage 

 

During the second public consultation, the Applicant received feedback from the 

community about the proposed addition of battery energy storage to the 

Proposed Development.  

Following further review, including consideration of the benefits that battery 

energy storage would bring to the Proposed Development compared with the 

extra infrastructure needed to facilitate this, along with feedback from the local 

community, the battery energy storage element has now been removed from the 

Proposed Development. 

Impact on neighbouring 

property values 

Queries are often raised in relation to the potential of solar farms to impact upon 

the value of house prices as there can be a perception that there must be a 

negative effect on house prices. Property value is subjective and can be affected by 

a range of factors. There is currently no firm evidence on whether solar farms do 

or do not affect house prices. The Applicant is aware of residents close to other 

renewable energy projects, who enjoy having renewable energy projects close by 

and believe that they add value to their community. 

The Proposed Development aims to ensure that the solar farm is integrated 

sensitively into the existing landscape, as shown through the decision to remove 

solar infrastructure from fields to the south of the site to reduce potential visibility 

for nearby properties.  

Impact on the land’s 

ecology and biodiversity  

A Preliminary Ecological Appraisal Report has been undertaken to assess 

potential impacts on local wildlife and habitats. The assessment found that the site 

lies outside any statutory ecological designations, with four statutory designated 

sites within 5 km of the site boundary. As the nature of the works will remain 

centralised within the red line boundary, with no hydrological link, no adverse 

impact is predicted to any of the designated sites.  

Within the site itself, the findings confirm that the site is predominantly arable land 

with low ecological value, with no anticipated impact on nearby designated sites 

due to a lack of direct connectivity.  It is anticipated that new buffer and hedgerow 

planting will be undertaken post-construction round, as well as implementing a 

“one-cut” grass maintenance schedule in order to encourage the growth of 

grassland species. The new planted vegetation coupled with the longer grassland 

should increase opportunities for bird cover and nesting opportunities.  

New studies by the RSPB and the University of Cambridge have shown that when 

solar farms are managed with biodiversity in mind, bird species richness and 

diversity is higher than when compared to standard arable land (Coping et al, 

2025).  

The “Guynd Den” ancient woodland is associated with the woodland located 

directly adjacent to the northern site boundary. No tree felling or woodland 

clearing is required for the installation of the panels, and thus the ancient 

woodland will not be impacted by the Proposed Development. Note that two silver 

birch trees may be removed to facilitate the proposed site access to the south of 

the site, but this does not form part of the ancient woodland and the trees are not 

protected. 

Surveys have been carried out to assess protected species such as otters, red 

squirrels, and pine martens in the wider area, and appropriate mitigation 

measures will be implemented where necessary. 
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The solar farm design includes safeguards to protect local ecology, such as a 10-

metre buffer between the panels and woodland to the north and east of the site, 

and a 12-metre buffer from Crossden Burn, ensuring compliance with flood 

prevention guidelines. In addition, perimeter fencing will be designed as deer 

fencing with gaps at the base to allow continued movement of hares, hedgehogs, 

and other small mammals. 

By integrating these measures, the Proposed Development ensures minimal 

ecological impact while enhancing habitat connectivity and biodiversity on site. If 

consented, the Proposed Development is anticipated to result in a biodiversity net 

gain on the site, reflecting the Applicant’s commitment to improving the natural 

environment and leaving spaces in better condition than they were found. 

Please see the full Preliminary Ecological Appraisal Report submitted as part of 

the planning application. 

The need for the 

development 

Scotland's commitment to net zero by 2045 requires a shift from fossil fuels to 

renewable energy including solar farms as part of a balanced energy mix. 

Solar energy, as one of the most cost-effective and reliable sources of electricity, is 

also crucial for improving energy security and reducing reliance on foreign gas 

imports. By integrating solar into the energy mix, Scotland can advance toward a 

self-sufficient, decarbonised future, using this abundant and renewable resource 

to achieve its climate goals. 

Solar farms also provide additional benefits, supporting agricultural diversification, 

regenerating soil, and enhancing biodiversity through habitats like wildflower 

meadows and hedgerows.  

Advanced bifacial panels further optimise efficiency by capturing reflected and 

diffuse light, producing more energy in less space. These innovations highlight 

solar energy's vital role in Scotland's path to net zero. 

Impact on private water 

supplies  

The Proposed Development includes plans to install new water pipes around the 

perimeter of the solar farm, replacing the current private water supplies serving 

two of the site neighbours. This will safeguard the water supply access for these 

properties, and improve the quality of the pipes by upgrading them from clay to 

plastic. This improvement will not only support the needs of the project but also 

provide long-term benefits to the surrounding community by modernising 

essential utilities. 

Noise The Proposed Development will operate within strict noise limits to minimise any 

potential disruption to nearby residents. A comprehensive Acoustic Assessment 

has been undertaken to ensure compliance with regulatory standards, which 

confirms that that the noise impact resulting from the operation of the site has 

been assessed to be insignificant.  

Please see the full Acoustic Assessment submitted as part of the planning 

application. 

Contamination from 

cleaning chemicals and 

herbicides 

To maintain the productivity and efficiency of the solar panels, water would be 

used to clean the panels. The frequency of cleaning is typically every 6 months, 

subject to weather conditions. No detergents or chemicals will be used in the 

cleaning of panels. 

Vegetation management across solar farms, including at the Proposed 
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Development, will primarily be carried out through grass cutting or sheep grazing. 

Certain areas, particularly beneath the panels where manual cutting is not feasible, 

must be kept clear to maintain safe and efficient panel operation. In such cases, 

selective herbicides are applied through spot spraying, typically once a year in late 

spring. 

Herbicide use is minimised, and 'total kill' herbicides are avoided to allow grasses 

to continue growing. Applications are carried out exclusively by qualified 

operatives in compliance with current regulations and guidelines, particularly 

regarding use near watercourses and hedges. 

The introduction of a solar farm with sheep grazing on previously arable land often 

results in reduced pesticide use, including herbicides, contributing to soil and land 

recovery. This will help to reduce run off rates by increasing the roughness of the 

ground, help to increase infiltration by reducing compaction, and improve water 

quality by reducing erosion and mobilisation of pollutants.  

Corrosion of support 

structures  

 

The panel mounting structures are typically treated with a galvanised coating, 

either by being dipped in a galvanised paint solution after fabrication or by 

incorporating the solution during the manufacturing process, to minimise the risk 

of corrosion.  

During routine operations and maintenance, technicians will conduct regular 

inspections of the mounting structures and apply touch-ups or repaint any areas 

where the galvanised coating may have worn away. 

 

6.2.4 In addition to the above table, written feedback was provided in response to specific queries raised 

by residents living in close proximity to the Proposed Development. Continuous engagement 

occurred between the Applicant and nearby residents throughout both consultation rounds, with 

dialogue remaining ongoing. The feedback received from these residents has played a significant 

role in shaping the final design of the Proposed Development. 
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7. Conclusion. 
7.1 Concluding statement 
7.1.1 The pre-application community consultation approach adopted by the Applicant meets the 

relevant legislative and regulatory requirements for major development. 

7.1.2 From the outset, the Applicant sought to engage and consult fully with the local community and 

stakeholders regarding the Proposed Development.  

7.1.3  The Applicant engaged with stakeholders and the community consistently from the point of the 

launch of the first round of consultation to the end of the second round of consultation, including 

individual engagement with neighbours of the Proposed Development and political 

representatives.  

7.1.3 The Applicant has carried out a thorough and comprehensive consultation, and closely followed 

best practice regarding community engagement and public consultation.  

7.1.4 The Applicant is grateful for those who were able to attend the in-person public exhibitions and 

take the time to view the proposal on the project website and engage with the development via 

email and telephone.  

7.1.5 The Applicant has made several key changes to the Proposed Development application as a result 

of the feedback received from the community during both rounds of consultation, and these 

changes have been set out above and listed below. 

• Solar infrastructure removed from fields south of the site to reduce potential visibility. 

• A 10-metre buffer maintained between solar panels and woodland to the north and east. 

• A 12-metre buffer established around Crossden Burn, adhering to flood prevention guidelines. 

• The existing site track will be preserved for access to the Guynd, with inverters positioned 

away from the Guynd and the access track to protect its amenity. 

• Six laybys will be installed along the proposed site access route, to allow for safe passing and 

increased visibility for drivers. 

• The Applicant plans to install new water pipes around the perimeter of the solar farm, 

replacing the current private water supplies serving two of the site neighbours.  

• The battery energy storage element has been removed based on community feedback and an 

internal review of the benefits versus the infrastructure needed.  

 

7.1.6 The Applicant is committed to continuing to engage with the local community following the 

submission of the application, and throughout determination, construction and operations, should 

the application be consented.  

7.1.7 The Proposed Development’s website at www.bonnyknox-solarfarm.co.uk has been and will 

continue to be updated regularly to enable people to keep up to date with the latest news about 

the Proposed Development as it progresses. Once the application has been validated by Angus 

Council, the Applicant will write to stakeholders and members of the community who have asked 

to be kept updated on the Proposed Development, to provide them with the planning reference 

number and contact details for the determining authority, should they wish to submit a formal 

representation.  

7. 
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8. Appendices. 
Appendix 1: Proposed Development site boundary  
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Appendix 2: Proposal of Application Notice (PoAN) 
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Appendix 3: Stakeholder email introducing the Proposed Development 
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Appendix 4: First consultation stakeholder letter 
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Appendix 5: First consultation newsletter 
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Appendix 6: Mailout radius 
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Appendix 7: First consultation advertisement  
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Appendix 8: First consultation feedback form 
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Appendix 9: First consultation boards 
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Appendix 10: Second consultation stakeholder letter 
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Appendix 11: Second consultation residents’ postcard 
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Appendix 12: Second consultation advertisement 
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Appendix 13: Second consultation feedback form 
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Appendix 14: Second consultation boards 
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Appendix 15: Report on Feedback  
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Appendix 16: Second consultation interactive map 
 

 


